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Editorial Message 


Called to Teach, You and I 


Levon Filian 


he Bible constantly reminds us to train 
our children and teach them about God, 
about how they should love their God, 
obey His commandments and learn about the 
praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. The Bible also 
provides us with guidelines on how to teach and 
when to teach our children. 


Peter Kougasian, Esq. (left) and Levon Filian (right), present 
Hon. Robert M. Morgenthau, Esq., Banquet Honoree, with a 
crystal bowl from Armenia. 
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In Deuteronomy 6:5-7, we read “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that 
I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise.” 

In Proverbs 22:6, we read “Train up a child in the way he should 
go; even when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

In Psalms 78:6-7, we read “So the next generation would know 
them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their 
children. Then, they would put their trust in God and would not forget 
His deeds but would keep His commands.” 

In Matthew 28:19-20, we read “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

In 3 John 1:4, we read “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children are walking in the truth.” 

We dedicate this issue to the mission work which the AMAA does 
in teaching about God, through its programs in kindergarten, elementary 
and secondary schools, colleges, the academy and theological schools. 

We invite you to learn more about the schools sponsored or 
supported by the AMAA. 

Ina society where teaching about God, praying and displaying Bible 
verses are forbidden, we are challenged to take an active role in teaching 
our children about God, about His love for us and His plan for each 
and every one of us. This calling is part of Jesus’ commission to His 
disciples. You and [| are invited to participate in this commission. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank God for all of our 
teachers and administrators for their sacrificial dedication and service 
to teaching in our schools. I also thank God for all of our parents who 
make every effort to teach their children about God, whether it is at 
home, through youth ministries, camps, Sunday school, or church 
services. 

We at the AMAA invite all of you to continue supporting our 
mission in teaching about God and His love from generation to 
generation. O 


AMAA Annual Meeting 


AMAA Holds 
Annual Banquet 


he Armenian Missionary 

Association of America 

(AMAA) Annual Banquet 

was held on October 17, 

2010 at the Hackensack 
Golf Club in Oradell, NJ with over 230 
guests from all over the world. The 
event was especially planned to honor 
Robert M. Morgenthau, Esq., former 
District Attorney of New York County 
and special friend of Armenians; to 
introduce Levon Filian, the new Ex- 
ecutive Director of the AMAA; and to 
announce Phase II of the AMAA Capital 
Campaign. 

The theme for the Banquet was 
captured in the following quotations 
presented during the evening: “Life is 
about making a commitment to a cause 
in which you believe.” Robert M. 
Morgenthau, Esq., “Everything we do, 
we do for everyone. Our mission tran- 
scends political and denominational 
boundaries.” Levon Filian 

Following the Invocation by Rev. 
Berj Gulleyan, Pastor of the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church in Paramus, Anita 
Buchakjian, Co-Chair of the Banquet, 
welcomed the guests and enthusiasti- 
cally shared her thoughts on becoming 
involved in the organization. “Giving 
is easy, it takes commitment to serve,” 
said Mrs. Buchakjian, whose family has 
been involved with AMAA for many 
years. 

Lucienne Aynilian, Co-Chair of 
the Banquet, introduced AMAA Board 
Member Peter Kougasian, Esq., who 
served as Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening. Mr. Kougasian introduced and 
recognized the dignitaries and special 
friends of the AMAA who were present. 
Greetings were expressed by Hrair Ste- 
ven Aharonian, M.D., AMAA President, 


and by Garen Nazarian, Armenian UN 
Ambassador. 

Jeanmarie Papelian, Esq., AMAA 
Board Member and Chair of the Arme- 


L Wes 443 tJ <3 : 
Hon. Robert M. Morgenthau, Esq., former 
District Attorney of New York County. 


nian Children’s Milk Fund, spoke of 
the success of the Milk Fund Program, 
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which was founded 20 years 
ago to save the lives of thou- 
sands of children in Armenia 
and Karabagh. As a member of 
the Development Committee, 
she also announced Phase II of 
the AMAA’s Capital Campaign, 
which is being kicked off witha 
pledge of $5 million in match- 
ing funds from Edward and 
Pamela Avedisian toward the 
construction of a new campus 
for the Avedisian School in 
Yerevan. Ms. Papelian chal- 
lenged the group to support the 
Capital Campaign in the coming 
months. Phase I of the Cam- 
paign, which raised over $11 
million, supported the AMAA’s 
summer camps in Lebanon, 
Armenia and Karabagh; the 
purchase and renovation of 
the AMAA Headquarters in 
Armenia; the completion of the 
Heritage Building at Haigazian 
University in Beirut; and the 
AMAA internship program in 
Armenia. 

Mr. Kougasian, who 
worked for Mr. Morgenthau 
for 30 years in the District At- 
torney’s Office in New York, 
introduced Mr. Morgenthau, 
whose grandfather served as 
United States Ambassador to 
the Ottoman Empire under 
President Woodrow Wilson 
and championed the cause of 


(I to r) John Cherkezian; Garen Nazarian, Armenian 
UN Ambassador; H. Steven Aharonian, M.D., 
President of the AMAA Board of Directors; Levon 
Filian, Executive Director, AMAA; and Rev. Ber 
Gulleyan, Pastor, Armenian Presbyterian Church, 
Paramus. 


(| to r) H. Steven Aharonian, M.D., President of 
the AMAA Board of Directors; Levon Filian, AMAA 
Executive Director; Anita Buchakjian, Co-Chair of the 
AMAA Annual Banquet; Hon. Robert M. Morgenthau, 
Esq., Banquet Honoree; Lucienne Aynilian, Co- 
Chair of the AMAA Annual Banquet; and Peter 
Kougasian, Esq., AMAA Board Member and Master 
of Ceremonies. 
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the Armenian people during the Geno- 
cide. 

“For five generations, the Morgen- 
thau family has kept alive the spirit of 
moral righteousness,” said Mr. Kou- 
gasian. “For example, Mr. Morgenthau, 
who is also Chairman of the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Manhattan, made 
sure that the diplomatic cable that con- 
tained the famous words ‘a campaign 
of race extermination is in progress’ is 
currently on display in an exhibition 
of the Morgenthau family at the Mu- 
seum.” Following Mr. Morgenthau’s 
presentation, Mr. Kougasian, along 
with AMAA Executive Director Levon 
Filian, presented Mr. Morgenthau with 
a beautiful crystal bowl from Armenia 
in appreciation for all he and his family 
have done for the Armenian people and 
for his presence at the AMAA Annual 
Banquet. 

Mr. Morgenthau reflected on the 
commitment that both his father and 
grandfather had for human rights. He 
said “life is about making a commit- 
ment to a cause in which you believe.” 
He pointed out that it was because the 
world failed to remember adequately 
the Armenian Genocide which allowed 
Hitler to believe that he could commit 
the crime of genocide with impunity. 

The AMAA was honored by the 
presence of representatives from The 
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apos- 


C2 ! 
The Merlin Virtuosi Ensemble. 


tolic Church of America, The 
Eastern Diocese of the Ar- 
menian Church of America, 
the United Nations, The Ar- 
menian General Benevolent 
Union, the Armenian Revo- 
lutionary Federation, and the 
Armenian American Health 
Professional Organization. 

The Merlin Virtuosi En- 
semble provided beauti- 
ful Armenian classical and 
Christian music and songs 
throughout the evening. 

Mr. Filian thanked the 
guests for their support and 
challenged them to continue 
their participation in AMAA 
activities with greater enthusi- 
asm. He said that “everything 
we do, we do for everyone. 
Our mission transcends po- 
litical and denominational 
boundaries. We cooperate 
with all benevolent, philan- 
thropic and Christian organi- 
zations.” 

The program conclud- 
ed by singing the Lord ’s 
Prayer “Hayr Mer” in Arme- 
nian. The Benediction was 
offered by Rev. Harout Se- 
limian, President of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical World 
Council. U 


(I tor) Joe Stein, Joyce Philibosian Stein, Dr. John Markarian and — 


(Front row, | to r) Rene Chirinian, Linda Chirinian, Andreas 
Roubian and Priya. (Back row, | to r) Vahe Nahapetian, Shake 
Nahapetian, Lucienne Aynilian, Vahram Aynilian and Robert 
Hekemian, Sr. 


(Front row, | to r) Pamela Avedisian, Edward Avedisian, 
Jeanmarie Papelian, Esg., AMAA Board Member. 
(Back row, | to r) Serge Krikorian, Ann Krikorian, Louise 
Gulleyan, Rev. Berj Gulleyan and Phyllis Dohanian. 


Mrs. Inga Margarian. 
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(I tor) MJ Hekemian, Noubar Dorian and 


(I to r) Levon Filian, David Filian and Dr. 


Ashley Dorian. Liliana Pantoja Filian. 


(I to r) Anita Buchakjian and Lucienne 
Aynilian, Co-Chairs of the Banquet. 


(Standing | to r) Seta Nalbandian, Louise (Standing | to r) Rev. Joseph Matossian, 

Gulleyan, (seated | to r) Seta Nalbandian _ Dr. Raffi Hovanessian and Irina Lazarian, 

and Nora Loshkajian. Armenia Fund USA; (seated) Vicki 
Hovanessian. 
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(I to r) Gary Phillips, Esq., AMAA Board Secretary, John (I to r) Arouss Darpinian, Gladys Keuhne 
and Marie Alberian. 


lian, Rev. Berj Gulleyan 


(I to r) Serge Buchakjian, Nina Buchakjian (Ito) Dr. Carol Bezirganian Perez, AMAA (I to r) Dr. Michael Voskian, AMAA Board 
and Anita Buchakjian. Board Member, and Dr. Antonio Perez. Member, and Jacqueline Voskian. 
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AMAA 915 Annual Meeting 


he 91 Annual Meeting of the Armenian Mis- 

sionary Association of America (AMAA) was 

held at the AMAA headquarters in Paramus, 

NJ on October 16. Over 75 members includ- 
ing Board Members, pastors, representatives of churches 
and mission committees, representatives of Armenian 
Evangelical Unions throughout the world and delegates 
from affiliate groups were present to review the service 
ministries of the AMAA. 

Various reports presented by the AMAA Committees 
and delegates indicated how vibrant the organization is 
and how effective its service ministries are. During the 
2009-2010 fiscal year, more than seven million dollars 
was distributed to support over 140 projects in 24 coun- 
tries. The delegates thanked God for empowering the 
organization and leading faithful members and friends 
to support the organization. The Annual Meeting also 
reflected on the organization’s finances and reviewed 
reports of the Treasurer and the independent auditors. 
The names of nine new members, elected by the mem- 
bership to serve on the Board, were announced and four 
new members were elected to the AMAA’s Nominating 
Committee. 

Along with the Annual Meeting, various related 
activities were held during the weekend. The AMAA 
Board members dedicated special time to discuss a new 
strategic plan for the organization for the coming years. 
This was followed by an open session of the AMAA 
Board of Directors where representatives from different 
parts of the world brought their reports. 

On October 17, all members and guests joined the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church congregation in Para- 
mus for a special service of praise for the AMAA. The 
guest preacher was Rev. Bedros Altunian, Pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church in Varna, Bulgaria. His 
sermon, on the parable of the prodigal son, was spiritu- 
ally uplifting as he stressed the unique love of the Father 
for his returning son. 

During the Worship Service, the newly elected mem- 
bers of the AMAA Board of Directors, the current Board 
members and Board officers were installed. 

On Sunday afternoon at the Hackensack Golf Club, 
the 91** Annual Banquet was held honoring Robert M. 


Morgenthau, Esq., the recently retired District Attorney 
of the County of New York. Mr. Morgenthau is the 
grandson of Ambassador Morgenthau, who served as 
United States Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire during 
the First World War and the Armenian Genocide. 

Ninety-five years have passed since the darkest 
period of the Armenian history. The Armenian Nation, 
through the grace of God and thanks to its faith, survived. 
Part of God’s plan to rehabilitate an almost annihilated 
nation was the establishment of the AMAA in 1918. The 
AMAA’s mission was to help the survivors through vari- 
ous spiritual, educational, social and relief services. 

Today, the AMAA continues to help the Armenian 
nation both in the independent homeland and throughout 
the Diaspora. AMAA continues to make a difference by 
bringing God’s love to all and by helping people share 
their blessings and resources.U) 


~ 


Installation of AMAA Board Members. 
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AMAA Elects New Board Members and Officers 


In accordance with the appropriate policies and procedures, the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) has elected its 
new Board members and officers. 

On October 16, 2010, the AMAA general membership elected four 
new members to the Nominating Committee. The new members are: 
Rev. Ara Guekguezian, Jeanmarie Papelian, George Phillips, Sr., and 
Carlos Taraktzian. 

On October 16, 2010, the following nine individuals were elected 
by the AMAA general membership to serve on the Board of Direc- 
tors as the Class of 2013: Alice Altoon, Edward Avedisian, Peter 
Kougasian, Stephanie Stein Landes, Thomas Momjian, Vahe Nal- \ 
bandian, Hovhannes Shnorhokian, Eileen Chopourian Stephey and 4 steven Aharonian, M.D., 
Joseph Zeronian. The new members were installed during the 2010 AMAA President 
AMAA Annual Meeting Worship Service at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church in Paramus. 

On December 3, 2010, the Board of Directors elected its officers and approved the Executive 
Committee as follows: H. Steven Aharonian, President; Jeanmarie Papelian, Alan Philibosian and 
Joseph Zeronian, Vice Presidents; David Hagopian, Thomas Momjian and Gary Phillips, Secretar- 
ies; Nurhan Helvacian, Treasurer; David Hekemian, Assistant Treasurer; Berjouhy Gulesserian 
and Fred Simonian, Advisors; Levon Filian, Executive Director; Albert Momjian, Solicitor; and 
Joyce Stein, Representative of the Stephen Philibosian Foundation. 

The AMAA congratulates its newly elected members and thanks them for their willingness to 
serve God through the AMAA and wishes them wisdom to carry out the responsibilities entrusted 
to them.U 


Donation to Honor the Memory of Zeron 
Hekimian and his wife Esther Hekimian- 
Mgerdichian 


Ms. Yevkine Mgerdichian donated ten thousand US dollars 
to the Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity Church in Kessab 


Syria, for the renovation of the Armenian Evangelical 
Martyrs Hall in Kessab Syria, in memory of her late sister 
and brother-in-law, Mrs. Esther Hekimian Mgerdichian and 
Mr. Zeron Hekimian. 


“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35b) 
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Capital Fundraising Campaign 
Phase II Kickoff 


held at the Hackensack Golf Club in 
Oradell, New Jersey on October 17. The 
Campaign gained momentum with the 
generous pledge of $5 million in matching 
funds from Edward and Pamela Avedisian 
toward the construction of a new campus 
for the Avedisian School in Yerevan. 

The first challenge will be to raise $5 
million in matching funds to build success- 
fully a new school campus. 

The AMAA plans to raise an additional 
$8 million for the following projects and 
programs: 


We take this opportunity to thank God for His abundant bless- Pamela and Edward Avedisian, sponsors of the 


he AMAA Development Com- 
mittee announced Phase II of 
the AMAA’s Capital Campaign 
during its 91st Annual Banquet, 


Construction of a church and com- 
munity center in Gyumri. 
Purchase and remodel churches in Europe. 

Remodel churches in Armenia. 

Purchase and remodel kindergartens in Armenia. 
Renovate schools, summer camps and churches in Leba- 
non, Syria, Europe and Armenia. 

Support schools in the United States, Middle East and 
Armenia. 

Start community and youth centers in the United 
States. 

Organize and implement leadership, internships and 
youth programs in all of our fields. 


ings upon our organization. We also thank those who generously Avedisian School in Yerevan. 
participated in Phase | of our Capital Campaign by donating over 
$11 million. 

Our Phase | accomplishments include the following programs and projects: 


Supported and renovated summer camps in Lebanon, Armenia, Karabagh and the United States. These 
include major renovations in Sheen-Shoghig Camp, Bedrosian Camp and the Bezjian Building in Camp 
KCHAG, Lebanon. 

Supported and renovated Haigazian University in Lebanon, where over 800 students receive quality 
education. The Heritage building was completely renovated and the Sirpuhe Philibosian Conte Hall was 
dedicated on April 30, 2010. 

Renovation of the Baghramian Street Building, which houses the Yerevan Evangelical Church and the 
Evangelical Theological Academy of Armenia. The Center has become a beacon for preaching the Gospel, 
Evangelism, Discipleship and various cultural activities. 
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Armenian Evangelical Educational Institutions 


around the World 


rom the days of its inception, the Armenian Mis- 

sionary Association of America (AMAA) has been 

a strong advocate of education. It has provided 

moral, spiritual and financial support to Evangelical 

schools ranging from kindergarten to high school, 

to institutions of higher learning, such as Haigazian 
University and the Near East School of Theology. These schools 
have been instrumental in shaping the character of thousands of 
Armenian students who have been productive citizens and who 
have served their communities as pastors, teachers, lay and com- 
munity leaders. 

In 1919, just one year after the establishment of the AMAA, the 
leadership embarked on a campaign to raise $500,000 to renovate 
and remodel severely damaged or destroyed parochial schools in 
historic Armenia. It was estimated that over 400 schools were dam- 
aged by the Turks during the Armenian Genocide. Unfortunately, 
due to the continued Turkish atrocities and massacres, this plan was 
never realized. 

The AMAA renewed its plans to help build schools and churches 
mostly in the Middle East, where most of the Armenians had fled 
and sought refuge. Since then, the AMAA has taken an active role 
in supporting these schools and churches. Today, the AMAA sup- 
ports over 25 Armenian Evangelical Schools in Armenia, the Middle 
East and North America. The AMAA provides financial assistance 
to over 1,000 students and helps the schools by providing financial 
assistance for their operation. The AMAA also provides scholarships 
to over 150 college and university students in Armenia, Lebanon 
and the United States. 

The AMAA takes this opportunity to thank all of you who 
have consistently contributed to its Child Sponsorship and Child 
Education programs around the world. The AMAA invites you 
to join it by cheerfully sponsoring as many children as you can. 
Acontribution of $250 helps a child in achieving his/her dream 
to become a productive Armenian Christian citizen, contribut- 
ing to the growth and betterment of the country in which they 
live. 


ARMENIA & KARABAGH 
Armenian Evangelical Avedisian School in Yerevan 

The Khoren and Shoushanik Avedisian School is the jewel of 
our education programs in Armenia. 

The AMAA, with the encouragement and cooperation of the 
Ministry of Education in Armenia, took a major leap of faith and 
started a school in the Bangladesh district, the poorest section of 
Yerevan. In 1999, the AMAA reopened the doors of a closed kinder- 
garten and started a school by enrolling 75 students. The Avedisian 


Avedisian School in Yerevan. 


family became the major benefactors and sponsors of the school, 
and decided to name the school in memory of their parents, Khoren 
and Shoushanik Avedisian. 

Each year the school added a new class and currently provides 
education from preschool to 9" grade students. The enrollment has 
grown to over 300 students with a long waiting list. 

The school doors open at 8:00 am, and the full day program 
extends until 5:00 pm. The school provides an excellent education, 
which meets and exceeds the Ministry of Education standards. 
The curriculum includes Bible classes and foreign languages 
such as English, French and Russian. The extra-curricular activi- 
ties include chess, choral, dance, drama, karate and other activi- 
ties. In the past few years, the school won prizes in French and 
Russian language interschool competitions. The choral, dance 
and drama classes prepare and present a series of cultural and 
Christian programs to the community. These include programs 
for Vartanantz, April 24, Independence Day, Christmas, Easter 
and other programs. The teachers are dedicated and experienced 
educators, who consistently go the extra mile to help the children 
achieve their maximum potential. They often volunteer to stay 
after school to help the children with their homework assign- 
ments. They also visit sick students in their homes to help them 
stay current with their classroom programs. Several teachers have 
received awards and recognition from the Ministry of Education. 
In 2004, the school Principal, Melania Keghamian, received the 
“Outstanding Principal of the Year Award” from the Republic of 
Armenia’s Minister of Education and Sciences. 

All of these children attend school free of tuition. The school 
is supported by donors like you who make a difference in the lives 
of these children and their families. The AMAA invites you to join 
it in supporting such programs. 


KINDERGARTENS 


The kindergartens listed below are either owned, sponsored or 
supported through the AMAA. Students who attend these schools 
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come from poor families, are orphans or social orphans. Social 
orphans are children whose fathers are away from home either 
serving in the military or have left the country to seek employment 
outside the country. These children are provided with clothing, 
breakfast, lunch, afternoon snacks and a curriculum of a Christ 
centered education. 


1. AMAA Kindergarten in Talin, Armenia was established in 
2001. The average enrollment is about 50 and it is funded through 
the donations of George and Karen Daoudian, members of the First 
Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA. 


2. AMAA Kindergarten in Vanatzor, Armenia (Ara and Valia 
Ochinian KG) was established in 2005. The average enrollment 
is about 45. 


3. AMAA Kindergarten in Stepanakert, Karabagh (Vatche & 
Elbiz Baghdikian KG) was established in 2000. The average at- 
tendance is about 110. 


4. AMAA Kindergarten in Shushi, Karabagh (Charles & Doreen 
Bilezikian KG) was established in 2001. The average attendance 
is about 70. 


Bilezikian KG in Shushi, Karabagh. 


5. AMAA Kindergarten in Azkeran, Karabagh was established 
in 2003. The average attendance is about 60. 


6. AMAA Kindergarten in Martakert, Karabagh (Rev. Movses 
Janbazian KG) was established in 2003. Average attendance is 
about 70. 


7. AMAA Kindergarten in Hatrut, Karabagh (Rev. Nerses & 
Nouritza Sarian KG) was established in 2003. Average attendance 
is about 65. 


GREECE 


The Armenian Evangelicals started two schools in Greece in 
1923. One is in Derghouti, Athens and one is in Kokkinia, Piraeus. 
Due to emigration, the Derghouti School was closed in 1980. 


Armenian Evangelical School in Kokkinia, Piraeus 

This school was established in 1923. It started operating in tents 
and a factory building. In 1936, with generous donations from Dr. J. 
K. Mardin, Miss Olive Grim and Mr. Socrade Topalian, the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church was able to purchase a property and build 
a school in memory of Mrs. Orlinda Pierce. The school operates as 
a kindergarten with an enrollment of 30 Armenian children. 


LEBANON 


Currently, there are six Armenian Evangelical schools in Leba- 
non. There are five schools in Beirut and one school in Ainjar. The 
AMAA also supports Haigazian University and the Near East School 
of Theology (NEST) in Beirut. Most of our ministers, teachers and 
administrators have received their education in these institutions. 


Armenian Evangelical Central High School - Beirut, 
Lebanon 


Armenian Evang'l Central High School, Ashrafieh 
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The school was established in 1922 as the first Armenian 
Evangelical school in Lebanon. It serves the Ashrafieh and Bourdj 
Hammoud areas, which are heavily populated by Armenians. The 
school provides a kindergarten through 12" grade baccalaureate 
education. Prior to the Lebanese Civil War, it had an enrollment 
of over 600 students. Currently, the enrollment is about 270. Over 
1,600 students have graduated from this school. The school takes 
pride in the high success rate its graduates achieve in government 
exams and university entrance exams. The school has a strong 
alumni organization in Los Angeles. The graduates of the school 
raise funds annually to support their alma mater. 


Yeprem and Martha Philibosian Armenian Evangeli- 
cal College — Beirut, Lebanon 


Armenian Evang'! College, Beirut. 


This is the only Armenian school in the West section of Beirut. 
It serves the students in the neighborhood and accepts students 
from the suburbs. The school provides kindergarten through a 12" 
grade education. At its peak, it had over 800 students. Currently, 
the enrollment is about 120. It has over 1,500 graduates. The suc- 
cess rate of the school’s graduates is most exemplary, constantly 
receiving highest recognitions and awards. In 2008, the school was 
recognized by the Ministry of Education in Armenia for its services 
and was named as one of the “Top 5 Best Armenian Schools” in the 
Diaspora. It also received recognition from the World Armenian 
Congress. Dr. Zaven Messerlian, the school’s Principal for 50 years, 
was awarded the Medal of Education by the President of Lebanon. 
The school has two alumni organizations in the United States, which 
meet annually to renew friendships and support the school. 


Armenian Evangelical High Shamlian Tatigian 
School — Bourdj Hammoud, Lebanon 


Pt: iva Bw, > = J an 
Armenian Evang'l Shamlian-Tatigian High 
School, Bourdj Hammoud, Lebanon. 


The school was founded in 1934. It serves the heavily Armenian 
populated area of Bourdj Hammoud. The school provides a kinder- 
garten to 12" grade education. It has become a center of Armenian 
heritage and culture. Due to emigration, unemployment and poor 
economic conditions, the school’s enrollment has dropped from 
800 students to about 340 students. The average rate of success in 
government exams and university entrance exams has been 90%. 
About 1,700 students have graduated from this school. This school 
has a great potential to reach out and provide financial assistance to 
needy Armenian children and give them a strong Christian educa- 
tion. 


Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of Ainjar 


Armenian Evang'l Secondary School, Ainjar. 


The Armenian Evangelical secondary school of Ainjar was 
established in 1939 when the seven villages of Musa Dagh were 
displaced from their homeland and brought to Ainjar under the 
supervision of the French government. The first edifice built was a 
church which was also used as a school, divided into six classrooms 
by curtains. In 1946, the Swiss based missionary organization, 
Hilfsbund, provided much needed financial assistance and leader- 
ship. Under the leadership of missionaries, Sisters Hedvig, Mary 
and Hanna, the school expanded and started a boarding school. 
Prior to the Civil War, in the early 1960s, the school had over 800 
students. Most of the students were boarding students from various 
towns in Lebanon. The school also accepted students from Syria, 
Egypt, Iran, India, Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, Cyprus, France and 
other countries. The camaraderie of the students who attended this 
school is highly exemplary. 

Currently, the school has about 250 students from kindergarten 
to 12" grade. About one third of the students are boarding students 
who come from poor and socially broken families. The school takes 
pride in its graduates, many of whom have taken leadership roles 
in the Armenian community worldwide. 


Armenian Evangelical Torosian School — Dora, 
Lebanon 

The school started as a kindergarten in 1951. Over the years, 
classes were added to bring the school to the intermediate level and, 
in 1972, it started a 9" grade. The school serves the Dora area, the 
northern section of Beirut which is heavily populated by Armenians. 
It has about 230 students. A record 450 students were enrolled in 
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Armenian Evang'! Torosian School, Dora, 
Lebanon. 


the late 1970s. Students in grade 9 participate in the official Brevet 
exams with an 80% success rate. Since 1973, over 500 students have 
graduated from grade 9. Most graduates continue their education in 
one of the three Armenian Evangelical high schools in Beirut. 


Armenian Evangelical Gertmenian School — Nor 
Hadjin, Beirut 


Armenian Evang'l Gertmenian School, Nor 
Hadjin, Beirut. 


Gertmenian School is an elementary school. It provides kinder- 
garten to a5" grade education. It was established in 1931 and serves 
the heavily Armenian populated area of Nor Hadjin in Beirut. The 
average enrollment was 250 for many years. The current enrollment 
is about 110. The students come from the Rawda area in the eastern 
part of Beirut. Over the years, 1,215 students have graduated from 
the school and continue their education in one of the three Armenian 
Evangelical high schools in Beirut. This school serves the poorest 
of the poor and it is the only Armenian Evangelical School which 
is subsidized by the government. 


SYRIA 


Currently, there are six schools that operate under the leadership 
of Armenian Evangelical Unions. There are four schools in Aleppo, 
one school in Damascus and one school in Kessab. It is important to 
note that many of the Evangelical leaderships over the past 50 years 
have come from the Aleppo and Kessab schools. Aleppo College 
was one of the best institutions providing an excellent education 


for the young Armenians who were displaced from their homeland, 
historic Armenia. 


Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School 
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Armenian Evang’! Bethel Secondary School, 
Aleppo, Syria. 


The school was established in Aleppo-Syria in 1923. The city 
of Aleppo had become a center for the Armenian immigrants who 
were expelled from their homeland, historic Armenia. Over the past 
12 years, the school has expanded from being an elementary school 
to a full 12 year program. The enrollment has increased regularly 
and currently, it has about 340 students. 

The expansion into a high school program has provided the 
much needed Armenian, Christian and quality education to the Ar- 
menian youth in Aleppo. The Educational Council and the Central 
Committee of the VAECNE are highly commended for their efforts. 
The Ministry of Education of Aleppo recognized the school for its 
achievements. The school takes pride in the 95-100% success rate 
of their graduates in their Brevet and Baccalaureate exams. The 
school estimates there have been about 3,000 students who have 
graduated from elementary and secondary grades. 


Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel School 

The Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel School was established in 
Aleppo, Syria in 1926. The school has 445 students and continues to 
receive the high ranking of the Ministry of Education in Aleppo. It has 
also received the appreciation and admiration of the representatives 
of the Arab Syrian Educational Committee. The students are mostly 
non-Armenian and come from the local high class Arab community. 
The estimated number of graduates over the years is 2,500. 


Syriac Evangelical Elementary School 

Syriac Evangelical Elementary School was founded in 1932 
in Aleppo, Syria under the name of “Barakat” School. In the past, 
it was an Armenian Evangelical school. In 1953, the name was 
changed to Syriac Evangelical School, as most students come from 
a Syriac background. The school has 220 students. The estimated 
number of graduates over the years is 2,500. 


Aleppo College for Girls 

This college has a unique historic background and it is 
worth reviewing it. It was first established in 1876 in Aintab as 
a Christian College by the American Mission Board of Aintab. 
Most of the students who attended the college were the children 
of Armenian Protestants with a few non-Protestants and some 
non-Armenian students. After the Turkish atrocities, the college 
was relocated in Aleppo in 1924 and was called Aleppo College. 
This school was the hub of Armenian students who became the 
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future leaders of the Armenian community in Lebanon, Syria 
and Cyprus. 

Currently, the college is under the direct supervision of a board 
of trustees that is appointed by the Central Committee of the Union 
of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East. The current 
enrollment is about 460 students of whom only four are Armenian 
students. 


Armenian Evangelical “Genats” Elementary School 
— Damascus, Syria 

Armenian Evangelical “Genats” Elementary School was 
founded in 1953 in Damascus, Syria. Currently, the student body 
consists of mainly non-Armenians. The enrollment is about 155 
students. Over the years, 1,200 students have graduated from 
“Genats” School. 


Armenian Evangelical “Nahadagats” Elementary 
School, Kessab, Syria 
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Armenian Evang'l "Na 
Kessab, Syria. 


The Armenian Evangelical School in Kessab-Syria was estab- 
lished in 1859. This area consists of several Armenian towns where 
Armenians have resided for hundreds of years. Almost all of the 
residents were Armenians called Kessabtsiz (residents of Kessab). 
Thus, the school has historical and cultural values. Currently, the 
school has an enrollment of about 30 students. The number of 
graduates is estimated to be over 2,000 students. 


UNITED STATES 


The Armenian Missionary Association of American supports 
two Evangelical Schools in the United States: The Armenian Evan- 
gelical C. & E. Merdinian School in Sherman Oaks, CA and the 
Sahag Mesrob Armenian Christian School in Pasadena, CA. 


Armenian Evangelical C. & E. Merdinian School 

The Armenian Evangelical Merdinian School was established in 
1982. Located in Sherman Oaks, CA, the school serves students 
from North Hollywood, Van Nuys, Studio City, Glendale and 
Granada Hills 

The school provides pre-school to an 8" grade education and 
it is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC). The current enrollment is about 200. Students graduating 
from the 8" grade move to other high schools, score high marks and 
are ranked in the top 10% of the student body. During the last 28 
years, 283 students have graduated from 8" grade. 
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Armenian Evang'l Merdinian School, Sherman 
Oaks, CA. 


The Merdinian School believes in academic excellence, spiritual 
enrichment, moral guidance, social development and an optimum 
physical development. Following the Armenian Evangelical tradi- 
tion of excellence in education, the school aims to provide a solid 
educational program beyond the requirements of the curricular 
framework of the State of California, religious instruction and spiri- 
tual guidance to help students develop a strong Christian character, 
and curricular enrichment which will enable students to acquire a 
thorough knowledge and full appreciation of the rich American and 
Armenian heritages. 


Sahag Mesrob Armenian Christian School 
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Sahag Mesrob School, Pasadena, CA. 


The school was established in 1980 and started in the base- 
ment of a church with 70 students, a faculty of nine and a budget 
of $125,000. In 1983, through the generous donation of John Sheen 
(Hagop Geuvkalayjian), amajor AMAA benefactor, the school pur- 
chased the property located at 2501 N. Maiden Lane in Altadena. 

In 1988, the school became accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and by the Association of Christian 
School International (ACSD for a term of six years. The school teaches 
the Bible, Armenian language and history, and exceeds all academic 
requirements. The graduates consistently score high on their SAT 
tests, enroll in Advance Placement (AP) programs in private and 
public high schools and achieve high honor rolls. 

During 2004-2005, the school started a high school program, 
starting with the 9" grade. The enrollment increased by over 50%. 
In 2005, the school enrollment reached 375 students. The school’s 
program was evaluated by WASC and ACSI and granted full ac- 
creditation from kindergarten to 12" grade. 

In 2006, the school expanded to the 12" grade and offered U.C. 
approved college preparatory courses. Currently, the school has an 
enrollment of about 320 students.U 
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Haigazian University 


Haigazian University’s 55 Anniversary 
Celebrates Past Presidents 


By Joyce Abdulian 


aigazian University’s 55 Anni- 

lal versary Banquet, held November 

12 at the Glendale CA Hilton Hotel, 

was botha reunion and celebration with Uni- 

versity Presidents, Alumni, and members of 

the Women’s Auxiliary and Board attending. 

Today, Haigazian graduates, representing 

many races, creeds and nationalities, serve 

in prominent positions world-wide bringing 
pride to their alma mater. 

Raffi Kendirjian, Co-Chair of the 55" 
Anniversary Celebratory Committee and 
a Haigazian University graduate and past 
instructor of accounting at the University, 
welcomed those present. “We are be- 
ing called to duty by our alma mater to 
establish a Haigazian University Alumni 
Association here in North America,” said 
Kendirjian. “We should all step up to the 


Joyce Philibosian Stein 


Raffi Kendirjian, Banquet Co-Chair 


plate in support of the institution that made 
a difference in our lives.” 

Master of Ceremonies Levon Filian, 
Executive Director of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) 
and a Haigazian Alumnus, guided the 
evening through the introductions of the 
four past presidents in attendance: Rev. 
Dr. John Markarian, Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
Bilezikian, Rev. Dr. John Khanjian, and 
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, also a Haiga- 
zian Alumnus. Event Co-Chairs Dr. Ani 
Darakjian and Raffi Kendirjian presented 
each president with an etching of the 
Haigazian Mugar Building created by 
Mrs. John (Inge) Markarian. 

A short video presentation by current 
President, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, evoked 
many fond memories of the University. 
The popular and versatile Element Band, 
with its unique instruments and trademark 
arrangements, created excitement. 

Mrs. Joyce Stein introduced the eve- 
ning’s honoree, Founding President Rev. 
Dr. John Markarian. Mrs. Stein represent- 
ed the Stephen Philibosian Foundation, 
which has been one of the great supporters 
of the University over the decades. 

Mr. Filian introduced the keynote 
speaker, Dr. Manoug Manougian, who 
taught math and physics at Haigazian in 
the 1960s and created the rocket program 
which launched the first rocket in the 
Middle East. 


Levon Filian, Master of Ceremonies 


Haigazian University presidents Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, Rev. Dr. John Khanjian, Rev. Dr. 
Gilbert Bilezikian, and Rev. Dr. John Markarian. 


The commemorative booklet included 
messages from each of the presidents and 
from many dignitaries. The generous spon- 
sors were an indication of the prestige Haiga- 
zian University has in the academic world, 
and with its many long-time supporters. 

Mrs. Stein, who was the Haigazian 
Women’s Auxiliary President for over 
a decade, surprised the gathering with a 
$55,000 donation to the University from 
the Conte and Philibosian Foundations, 
in honor of the 55" anniversary. The 
Haigazian Women’s Auxiliary, which 
participated in the planning of the evening 
with alumni and were duly honored at 
the event, has raised over $1,000,000 for 
scholarships and University needs over 
the last 50 years. 

Cont'd on the following page... 
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Prof. Manoug Manougian, 
Keynote speaker 
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A Brilliant Record of Haigazian University 


By Prof. Mihran Agbabian 
4 aigazian University is the story of an institution that 


started 55 years ago with a modest beginning and 
reached its present eminence as an educational 
center in the entire Middle East. 

| first heard about Haigazian College (the name changed 
to Haigazian University in 1996) 55 years ago when Rev. Pu- 
zant Kalfayan, Executive Secretary of AMAA, visited California 
and informed us that AMAA had plans to start a college in 
Beirut, Lebanon. He said that the founding President would 
be John Markarian of Lafayette College, and two benefac- 
tors, Stephen Philibosian and Steven Mehagian, who were 
providing the initial funds. He hoped that a group would be 
formed in California to continue providing financial support. 
The challenge inspired Virginia Harikian to form the Women’s 
Auxiliary that continues to work diligently for Haigazian until 
today. Joyce Philibosian Stein joined the Auxiliary and is active 
in raising funds for the University including annual contribu- 
tions from the Stephen Philibosian Foundation. 

Several years after the Women’s Auxiliary was started, it 
became known that the AMAA Board had decided to transfer 
the Board of Trustees to the West Coast and had asked Henry 
Gertmenian to serve as Chair. An enthusiastic group joined 
Henry and a new Board of Trustees came into existence. 
Several years later, the chairmanship was passed on to Dr. 
Rendel Levonian who served in that capacity for many years 
with great diligence. Others on the Board included Dr. Jirair 
Sarian as Treasurer, Helen Barsoumian Grimsley as Secre- 
tary, Harold Demirjian and me. The present Board, chaired 
by Hrair Mouradian and now by Dr. Ani Darakjian, is the con- 
tinuation of that initial group that devoted many years to the 
financial support of the University. In 1980, during a visit by 
founding President John Markarian, some of the Board mem- 
bers, including Virginia Harikian, were granted the Honorary 
Doctorate of Haigazian as recognition of their service. 

The above summary highlights the contribution of the 
West Coast Armenian community to the support of Haigazian 
as it grew to become the eminent educational center that we 
now know. It is important to note here that John Markarian’s 
book, The Thirsty Enemy, A Memoir, provides the reader with 


Haigazian University.... cont'd from page 16 


Boujikanian, Prof. Dr. J. B.M. Kassarjian, 


a complete history of Haigazian, 
the experience of the President 
and his wife in Beirut during the 
years of turmoil in the 1970s, 
the administrative crises, and 
the strength and will of the 
University to overcome all dif- 
ficulties. At times, when the 
College needed the full support 
of the community, there were 
those who, having disagreed 
with some of the policies of the : 
administration, caused great difficulties. Porinstehy the main 
leadership was in support of the policies of the College. 

There is a parallel with the American University of Beirut, 
whose growth from its start as Syrian Protestant College to 
the mature University that it now is, faced difficulties that it 
conquered, in many respects similar to that of Haigazian. 
For example, during the World War | period and after it, in 
1919, there was political pressure to yield the independent 
administration to the ruling parties, and at other times there 
was pressure from the Missionary groups supporting the 
University to proselyte the Moslem students. President Bliss 
categorically refused to do so and he said: “It will be impossible 
for any one to continue with us long without knowing what we 
believe to be the truth and our reasons for that belief.” | have 
known President John Markarian, and | believe that he also 
stood firm in his convictions, and the students respected him 
and accepted the University’s policies. It is also worth men- 
tioning that this principle was maintained by the successor 
presidents, Gilbert Bilezikian, Verne Fletcher, John Khanjian, 
and Paul Haidostian. During the war years, Wilma Cholakian, 
as acting president, fulfilled all the administrative needs of the 
University. 

And whatis the most important achievement of Haigazian 
University? It is the quality of the students (both Armenians 
and non-Armenians) who graduate, having received an excel- 
lent education, and who enter the professional world ready to 
serve the Middle East and the world at large.O) 


of an institution that never denied any 


Clergy representing the Diocese, 
Prelacy, Catholic and Evangelical church- 
es shared their congratulations and best 
wishes. Also present were representatives 
of the three Armenian Political Parties, the 
AGBU, as well as the Lebanese American 
Foundation and notable academic and 
community groups and The Honorable 
Grigor Hovhannissian, Counsul General 
of the Republic of Armenia in Los Ange- 
les. Many members of the Board of Trust- 
ees from Lebanon and the United States 
were also present: Gary Phillips, Esq., 
Seta Karagoezian, Robert Kurkjian, Annie 


Albert Momjian, Esq., Herair Mouradian, 
Dr. Ani Darakjian, Nabil Ekmekji, John 
Sagherian, Rev. Robert Sarkissian, Dr. 
Haroutune Nicolian, Dr. Joseph Zeronian, 
Louis Kurkjian, Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Dr. 
Hrag Marganian, Hratch Sarkis, Dr. Ann 
Sarafian, Rev. Megdich Melconian, Joyce 
Stein, Levon Filian, and Dr. H. Steven 
Aharonian. 

What began as a dream of the late 
Dr. Armenag Haigazian, (and carried 
out in 1955 by his descendents, the Me- 
hagian family), Stephen Philibosian, and 
the AMAA, became this shining reality 


qualified Armenian student admission. 
The only Armenian University outside of 
Armenia, Haigazian University survived 
the trauma of the civil war in Lebanon 
under the leadership of Dr. John Markar- 
ian, followed by ten years of dedicated 
leadership under Wilma Cholakian, Ad- 
ministrative Dean. With each subsequent 
president bringing his own expertise and 
talents, Haigazian University has become 
one of the most highly regarded and 
premier educational institutions in the 
Middle East, bringing pride to Armenians 
all over the world.) 
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Christian Education Programs In Yerevan 


T= AMAA organizes and supports Christian 
Education programs in eight districts in Yerevan, 
including Arabkir, Kentron, Zeytun, South-West 
District, Shahumyan, Shengavit, Charbakh, and Nork 
Masiv. 

Each Center has Biblical lessons and worships de- 
signed especially for children, teens and youth. Each 
group consists of 20-80 children, teens and youth and 
nearly 800 members attend these activities. 

Over 120 volunteers help lead the groups by telling 
Bible stories, praising and teaching spiritual and national 
songs, conducting outdoor and indoor games, holding 
group discussions with teens and youth on different 
topics, and organizing excursions and sightseeing trips 
in Armenia. The volunteers, who have theological and 
pedagogical education, are experienced in working with 
children, teens and youth and treat them with kindness 
and love. When the volunteers train in Yerevan and in 
other countries, they participate in sports, arts and crafts, 
and Bible teaching seminars organized by AMAA, ECA 
and other organizations. During their training, the vol- 
unteers learn how to help make the participants learn 
Christian values and develop moral convictions. 

Other programs and activities are also held in these 
Centers for over 400 children, teens and youth. They in- 
clude educational, sports, cultural, arts and crafts, choir, 
dancing, and drama. The children’s and teen’s handmade 
works, including drawings, needlework, sewing, knit- 
ting, woodcarvings and ceramics, are often exhibited in 
Yerevan. 


< > 


“Hayasa” is an ECA Yerevan drama group that 
presents performances on Christmas and Easter. Hun- 
dreds of children, teens and youth participate in these 
performances. The non-professional actors use their 
time and talents for the glory of God and they develop 
their God-given skills. Christmas dramas for children 
are very amusing, joyful and colourful. They are based 
on the birth of Jesus Christ and convey the meaning 
and importance of His birth by telling the plan of God’s 
salvation. Easter dramas are mostly based on Jesus’ 
resurrection. “Hayasa” also presented a drama dedicated 
to the memory of Hrant Dink, who was assassinated in 
Turkey. After each drama, the audience always expressed 
its excitement and appreciation. 

The AMAA expresses its appreciation to all of the 
organizations for their contributions to these programs 
and, in particular, Hope for Armenia (President Serge 
Kurkdjian), VCF (President Ruben Kiredjian) and SEL 
(Director Pascal Vermes). U) 


2 


Children of Charbakh & Shahumyan Centers 
with Musician Ara Gevorkian. 


Children's activities at Huysi Tun, in 
Zartonk Center, Yerevan. 


Teen activities at Huysi Tun, in Shengavit, 
Yerevan. 
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A Family Touched by Christ 


live in Stepanakert, the capital of Karabagh. Through 
the AMAA Sponsorship Program, the family members 
found Christ and their lives were totally changed. 

In 2001, following a visit with the Petrosyan family by 
the AMAA social workers, Mariam, age 7, was placed in 
AMAA’s Child Sponsorship Program. Mariam has three 
sisters —Arous, Anoush and Rita. Their father, Samson, has no 
permanent job and their mother, Arev, is a housewife. Their 
grandparents, Gourgen and Dousia, also live with the family. 
It is unimaginably difficult for this family to survive. Hope 
came to them through the AMAA Sponsorship Program. Even 
with the limited financial help, the family learned that it had 
a caring friend. 

In addition to the financial and material assistance pro- 
vided by AMAA, Mariam and her siblings became involved 
in AMAA’s programs, including Sunday School, camps, arts 
and crafts and music activities. 

Anoush, through the encouragement of her friends, par- 
ticipated in AMAA Summer Camp. She became inspired by 
God’s love, began attending youth group and later joined the 
Church. The family now attends Church regularly and their 
lives have totally changed. Arous graduated from Artsakh 
University, faculty of jurisprudence with honors. Anoush is 
studying music and is in her third year at the conservatory. 
Rita, the youngest sister, is in the 5" grade. 

The Petrosyan family is grateful to God for the AMAA and 
the AMAA Child Sponsorship Program. Thanks to the support 


T his is the story of the Petrosyan family members who 


Petrosyan Family 


provided by Mariam’s sponsor, they were led to Christ and 
continue to enjoy God’s love and His comfort and peace. 
The AMAA’s Armenia Child Sponsorship Program has 
touched and changed the lives of thousands of children in Ar- 
menia and Karabagh. Through the loving care of sponsors and 
the efforts of AMAA Orphan & Child Care and the Summer 
Camp and Christmas Committees, children and their families 
have seen the light and are certain of a brighter future. 
There are thousands more children in Armenia who need 
help. We pray that God will lead you to come forward and 
make a difference in the lives of your families. Please contact 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) or 
visit the website at www.amaa.org to make a difference. O 


AMAA Awards $120,000 in College Scholarships to U.S. Students 


According to Robert Hekemian, Jr., Chairman of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) Scholarship 


Committee, 63 students applied for assistance this year. The Committee met for three days and carefully reviewed each 
applicant's file. “It was hard to reject even the very few who did not qualify, based on financial and academic guidelines,’ 
said Mr. Hekemian. “We awarded scholarships to 56 students for a total of $120,000.’ In addition, $15,000 was awarded 
to qualified university students in Armenia. 

“Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the kind and generous support of the AMAA Scholarship Committee,’ 
wrote Alene, one of the scholarship recipients. “I will take great pride in the future to become a part of this wonderful 
organization and a part of its goal in providing assistance to students striving to fulfill their educational dreams.’ Alene, 
a student attending UCLA, is one of the 56 college students in the United States who received scholarship assistance 
from the AMAA for the 2010-11 academic year. 

For the past 90 years, the AMAA has helped thousands of students from kindergarten to high school with tuition aid 
and hundreds of college students with scholarships. Aid has also been directly given to schools and institutions of higher 
education, including Haigazian University and the Near East School of Theology (NEST) in Beirut and the Theological 
Academy in Yerevan, Armenia. 

The scholarships granted this year were provided from several AMAA scholarship funds established over the years 
to help students in need. Qualified students can request applications in writing from AMAA headquarters in Paramus, 
NJ starting in January of each year. The deadline to submit applications for the 2011-2012 academic year is May 1, 
2011.0) 
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News & Notes 


Ararat Armenian Congregational Church Of Salem 


Celebrates AMAA Sunday 


n Sunday, September 19, the Ararat Armenian 
 @ ee Church of Salem, NH celebrated 

AMAA Sunday. Rev. Dr. Ara Heghinian welcomed 
the congregation to the special Sunday Worship. Levon Fil- 
ian, AMAA Executive Director, participated in the Worship 
Service by giving the children’s message and sharing God’s 
word with the congregation. The message was “Having 
Complete Joy.” Following the Worship Service, the church 
members hosted a delicious luncheon. Mr. Filian discussed 
the AMAA mission, thanked them for their support and asked 
for their continued prayers and participation in the AMAA 
mission. The Youth Group and Sunday School children also 
participated in the luncheon program. 


During his trip to Salem, Mr. Filian visited Thomas and 
Helen Voskerjian and Daniel Donabedian and had the op- 
portunity to share the joys and concerns of the Church with 
Church Moderator John Janigian. He was also the dinner 
guest of Stephen Bottomley and Jeanmarie Papelian. U 


Among Old Friends At Pilgrim Church in Fresno 


by Rev. Ara Guekguezian 


n a beautiful November Sunday afternoon in Cali- 
O fornia’s Central Valley, a group of Pilgrims gathered 
to give thanks for the Harvest. 

Levon Filian, AMAA Executive Director, addressed the 
congregation of Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church in 
Fresno, CA at its annual Harvest Banquet, leading us to focus 
on the theme of “Heavenly Harvest.” Using the episode of the 
ten lepers as the touchstone, Mr. Filian stirred in us a spirit of 
gratitude and a desire to respond with faithful service, begin- 


ning from where we are. We were encouraged to be like the 
one in ten. 

Truly a beautiful day — delicious food, a thoughtful 
and challenging word and the warm fellowship of family 
and friends, old and new. The last time Levon and Bad- 
veli Ara were together in Fresno, Levon was standing by 
Ara as he was getting married 27 years ago. We expect 
him back sooner, to visit his mom and family, at the very 
least. O 
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Armenian Evangelical Brethren Church 
Celebrates its 85" Anniversary 


Palace Banquet Hall on November 5 to rejoice and cel- 
ebrate the 85th anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 
Brethren Church of Glendale, California. 

Board Chair Aram Karsian and his wife, Vartuhi, welcomed 
the guests and thanked God for the many years bestowed upon 
the Church. Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, President of Mashdots 
College, blessed the evening by delivering the invocation. 
Glendale Mayor Ara Najarian congratulated those in attendance 
and wished the Church much success in the years to come as a 
pillar of the Armenian community. Bringing greetings from the 
Armenian Evangelical Ararat Church of Utah, Pastor Gevork 
Paronyan rejoiced on the growing presence of the faithful and 
thanked God for blessing the Church for the past 85 years. 

Banquet Committee member Hakop Hovanesyan read 
several letters congratulating AEBC on this milestone from 
dignitaries and public officials, including California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzengger, Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael 
D. Antonovich, and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. 

Levon Filian, Executive Director of the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America (AMAA), was the keynote speaker 
and urged the Church to continue the glory of God and to spread 
His Holy Word. 

AEBC has been blessed to have many wonderful and faithful 
supporters. Attendees joined together in a special cake-cutting 
ceremony in recognition of Ohan Shahan on his 85" birthday and 


O ver 250 attendees and dignitaries gathered at the Royal 


Banquet attendees enjoying the evening festivities. 


Roma Swan was recognized for her many years as a steadfast 
supporter. Banquet attendees also had the distinct pleasure of 
listening to a Psalms recitation by Bedig Mardikian, a musical 
performance by Meroojan Markaryan, poetic recitations of 
Grigor Ogaryan, and vocal selections of Anahit Nercessyan. 

The event adjourned with Reverend Dikran Shanlian ex- 
pressing gratitude for the tireless efforts of all those involved 
and blessing the attendees with a closing benediction. 

The evening was made possible by the 85th Anniversary 
Banquet Committee consisting of Board Chair Aram Karsian, 
Banquet Chair Gevork Simdjian, and members Nazik Balabanian, 
Mariam Balabanian, Arthur Hekimyan, Lusine Hekimyan, Hakop 
Hovanesyan, Suzy Hovanesyan, Anahit Tiratsuyan, and Sioni 
Shanlian. O 


First Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Montreal Commemorates 
Its 50th Anniversary 


a banquet on November 6 to commemorate its milestone 
50th anniversary. 

Master of Ceremonies, Raffi Shnorhokian, welcomed the 
guests. Following the Canadian and Armenian National Anthems 
and the singing of the hymn, “Praise the Lord” in Armenian, 
Aram Lapajian gave a prayer of thanksgiving. The Chairman 
of the Board, Chahe Bakmazjian, reminded everyone of how far 
the Church has come and led a toast to its future. 

Among the many guests were prior ministers and preachers 
of the Church. Rev. Jean Zarifian, pastor of the Sister Church, 
gave words of encouragement and acknowledged Sarkis and 
Pailig Hanenian’s faithful service to the Church for the past 
50 years. Brother Barkev Talaslian of the Montreal Armenian 
Brotherhood Church acknowledged the founders of the Church 
and recognized all those who believed and saw a future in it. 

Former Pastor Rev. Hovhannes Melkonian, reminded the 
guests of the scripture found in Philippians 1:6, “He who began 
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ.” He 


T: First Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal hosted 


me 


- 


— 


Cutting the celebratory cake are (I to r) Mrs. Priscilla Dabbo, 
Mr. Sarkis Hanenian, Mrs. Pailig Hanenian and Rev. George 
Dabbo. 


also said, “Nothing is better than to see a child of the Church 
become a leader and worker in the Church and wished that the 
Lord would strengthen us as men and women of God.” Reverend 
Hovsep Hovsepian encouraged Church members and brought 
greetings from the Temple Baptist Church of Montreal. Minister 


Cont'd on the following page... 
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Children Helping Children Event 
in Boston Raises Over $50,000 for 
Armenian Children 


ith over 185 people in attendance, the 15" Annual 
Wficie: Helping Children” event held on October 28 

at the Wellesley Country Club in Wellesley, MA, raised 
over $50,000 dollars to benefit children in Armenia. The event was 
organized by the Boston Region Orphan and Child Care Committee 
of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA). The 
luncheon event featured inspiring performances by the students of 
St. Stephens Armenian Elementary School and the Armenian Sisters 
Academy. Hosts for the afternoon, television personalities Mike 
Wankum and Chris Talanian, lifted hearts and spirits during the 
exciting live and silent auctions. The Committee is most grateful 
for the participation of all donors and guests whose generosity made 
a difference in the lives of many children. Anyone who would like 
to sponsor a child, make a donation, or join the Committee is invited 


to contact Michele Simourian at 508-785-0569. U) 


a aw ae 
Some of the Boston Region Orphan/Child Care Committee 
members. Standing (I to r) Stephanie Goldstein, Carolyn 
Eurdolian, Joyce Janjigian and Michele Simourian. Seated (I to r) 
Susan Covo and Candace Simourian. 


Students of St. Stephens Armenian Elementary School 
performing. 


Communion Sets Donated by 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the US 


e requested, you responded! 
Recently, the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) made a request 


from our churches in the United States to sponsor or donate 
Communion sets for our churches in Armenia. 

With your generous response, we were able to provide 
these needs to seven churches in Armenia, namely Artashat, 
Talin, Ichevan, Stepanavan, Alaverdi, Tumanian, and Arma- 
vir. 

We, at the AMAA, want to express our sincere thanks 
to the members of the donor churches for their generous 
response. May God abundantly bless you and your church 
family. UO 


——————————————————— ees 
First Arrmenian Evang'l Church, Montreal... Cont'd from page 19 


to the Union, Rev. Joseph Matossian, reiterated the Church’s 
many accomplishments and encouraged members to support 
it especially as Armenians, and to build it even stronger. He 
acknowledged the hard work of Pastor Rev. George Dabbo, and 
honored the Church with a plaque. 

Sarkis Hanenian, Chairman of the Banquet, gave a historic 
look at the 50 years of service marking this anniversary, and 
charted the course for future accomplishments and milestones. 
He urged Church members to “renew their heritage while keep- 
ing faith as we live through the legacy of 50 years of service.” 

Special musical guest, Daniel Decker, helped celebrate with 
songs of praise including “You are Holy” and “Noah’s Prayer.” 
He closed with a song about Arax, the famous Armenian river. 
Shoushanik Melkonian recited two beautiful and powerful 
compilations. Video dialogue was presented with words of 
encouragement from members and servants of the Church, as 
well as a surprise interview conducted with the Sunday School 
children who gave words of gratitude. 

Keynote speaker was Rev. Gilbert Leonian from France 
who reminded us about priorities and that we should always be 
striving to do the best in God’s work force. He said “we must 
conquer everything through Christ and let the Bible be a light 
in our life and that we have to build our foundation on Christ by 
reading the scriptures on a daily basis. If we put God first, He 
will reward us.” Rev. Leonian congratulated the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church on its 50th anniversary, and extended his 
best wishes for a bright future through committed service, and 
a spiritual journey of faith to become the driving force of the 
church. 

The evening closed with Badveli Dabbo’s words of thanksgiv- 
ing and congratulatory remarks followed by the singing of “The 
Lord’s Prayer” as all ministers present joined in a benediction. 

The celebration continued with two Evangelistic services 
with Rev. Gilbert Lenonian on November 9 and 10 and concluded 
with a concert by Daniel Decker on November 12. OU 
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Armenian Evangelical World Council Meets In Paramus, NJ 


Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director, AEWC 


The Board of Directors of the Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) held its Annual Meeting 
on October 15, at the AMAA Headquarters in Paramus, New Jersey. Representatives from five Arme- 
nian Evangelical Unions, the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) and the Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation (SPF) were in attendance. 

Following the opening remarks and prayer, AEWC President Rev. Haroutune Selimian called the 
meeting to order. 

Old Business 

Under old business the following two items were discussed: 

a. The amendments of Armenia’s constitution on freedom of religion and its ramifications regarding the 
issue of proselytism. The proposed law has not been ratified by the parliament of Armenia. Regardless 
of its outcome, however, the Evangelical Church of Armenia will continue to carry out its ministry within 
the parameters of the country’s law. 


b. The dialogue with the Holy See of Etchmidzin is proceeding as usual. It was resolved to augment 
the AEWC delegation by three new members. 


New Business 
Under new business, the Board acted on the following items: 
1. Documents and correspondence. The Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, compiled 
all the documents and correspondence from 1978 to 2009 and had them bound in 12 volumes. These 
volumes are now placed in the AEWC archives at the AMAA Headquarters. It was resolved to thank 
Rev. Tootikian for his efforts of compiling these important AEWC documents and correspondence 
for the past 31 years. 
2. Leadership Training Program. The leadership training program for the pastors, Christian education 
directors and social workers of the Evangelical Church of Armenia was discussed at length. It was 
resolved to hold a7 to 10 day intensive program for all sometime during the first part of September 
2011, led by three ministers from the Unions of France, the Near East and North America. 
3. The Evangelical Theological Academy. A comprehensive report on the Evangelical Theological 
Academy of Armenia was presented by the AEWC and AMAA representative, Rev. Rene Léonian. The 
Board began to make its evaluation. It was resolved to continue the evaluation process. 
4. Elections. Elections for the term of 2011-2012 were held and the following were elected: Rev. Mgrdich 
Melkonian, President; Rev. Dr. Rene Léonian, Vice President; Rev. Megerditch Karagoezian, Secretary; 
Albert Momjian, Esq., Treasurer; and Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director. 
5. Worldwide Evangelistic Television Program. The Armenian Evangelical Union of France is planning 
to participate in an international Evangelistic television program and invited other unions to do the same. It 
was resolved that each union makes its decision whether or not to participate in this program. 
6. Reports. The reports of the officers and member organizations of AEWC were submitted. It was 
resolved to receive them with thanks. 
7. It was resolved to thank the AMAA for playing host for the AEWC’s Annual Meeting. 
8. Date and venue of the next meeting. It was resolved to hold the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee of AEWC on October 14, 2011 at the United Armenian Congregational Church of North 
Hollywood, CA. 

The meeting was adjourned by the closing remarks and prayer of Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian. UO 
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ZwjyGneEuvu Fwdpu 


Ountun 2phumnuh Gi Fuwnwnnyehtu Wofuwphhp 


(Antywu 2. 1-21) 


UWtp. 3wpnipG Utypiiwe* 
Ui’ wpdawuugnmwd hwnmwop, trp yn 


uyup «Uju ontpp Oqnuinnu Uwupku hpuniwu 
yun np prynp wofuwph gnmp: (Uyu wnwefu 

wefwuphughpp bjyun Ufupbinuf. URipfry ypu Yr- 
uuuympU ppwod winkd)...» unqipny. ywulw'pd, vkp 
Yruwy wy iyunpnypfrup Yn aqh, np vupyyuyfu ghyf 
wyuunimypbwu, pnfu pupwpkpmybwu tr tpbrnyubpm 
typ mp uukpmu ike pofuuumypfuu mubgnynp Oqnunnu 
Uuygunt kn: bhp Ymuwluymptwt opkpmw vwpyywy hu 
wpm pLUuru, qununnyjmptulu tr wofwwphughnpr 
dunk hpunkpku Gupta kp untnh mutiny pp nhuyptnn: 
Uwyuyu, trp hunwinph wspbpny nfinmwo yp hburtafiup 
Hhyptpni ywenpnwywunypbwt, ubup yp whuutup, 
pt Oqnunnu Uwupp, thupnyonku tupnymptwt ypwy 
hofwunpMu nmubgnju Ep, puyg vwpnywyfpu ubnp 
yum pup ta prwuluujwynipfup pp abnptpn'u ule 
pounnp junhinkinwlw vpaipuyu Urnnniwow &: 

<u, Unndny wipudwuty fp ta pugupdwy yuripu 
Emp wehmuphfp ypu fp qnpd Yn ypmhf, ta Sp Shumu 
Pppunnuh SuniunhWufiopkpm, witinhup yum y abrny 
Yn upmp own jumnmy thupjng upeuninmptunip: Una 
funphpywomptuu unyzbpmt puniferu, wfinh utu- 
‘ubup, pl Uunnidn unfit nppwu vonpy dpuqhp tn, 
Pp Uunmwompmup junpoainwynipM subyb;, bpyuph 
uke ywhmtym m wyuwhywumtym sutwwuppmy tutu ut» 
su), br wofuwph quy, nyluyp tupym hiw pyywy, 
Mm ywumy Opughpm) tupyp yhyh Qhup hpunfpk: 

lvoupp punhwupwyku wyu £, nn «UWumniwo 
vupliiuugun m twpjwgua», wupupl ywinny Spughpny, 
ybpuywpwup wnun ti wwpnm huntwp, wwupym ybn- 
yupwupny byun: Uhugu wy: Gk wympyku kt, mptatu vk 
hngtanp Yop Mon pun Ybpowhfin Yn quiul, ta utup ubp 
tptruuymyptauu ike, Uaunniwd nhyh wofuwnh, ny 
YupnympMu pwowd Ypyywup tr wuynyku pubyny vwkp 
uwpnyuypu tinwonynptwt uke yunmwd withnipwo, 
nppugmgwod ta Wuluiugmgwod Ypypwup: Uy plus np 
Yrlawu pm up yuy fu vinpny ba upuntwpwtunzpbunipy hwu- 
nuphy be uniipmpby), wunp ypuy pofwwunrpfwu Ymiubinuwu, 
to ubup wyuyytu pubjny Yp funphfup, np Uunndny ypwy 
hofuwtm pt mupup, be input upunny hunweinw),m 
ta Unwotym, np bup bp pugupdwly Urinniwouyfiu 
wwinquuiiny vbp wudbpmU te huntwyU thupynynryze bw ypuy 
hofwumprl mup, Yn jnpdbup Uunp ypwy pefrt: 

Ujuyku tpt unwodtup, Yn mtuutup, pl wtp 
unwonymybwip skup Ypiuup Uunnidn dpwghpp nhyh 
wofuuph popky: Qhnp § hwulfuwup, np Uurnndy dpw- 


ghrp wehwunh qu Ep, nytuyh 
tupyp frp fuywo yfaduljfiu ul- 
okuunul, prpnyp pink m furs piu 
Ufpengur yon pupdanwgth: 
Uumnnidny tnypuptu tpypnr 
quyp Pp Opughpu tp, ta n'y 
pk uwpynng whoppubpmu tr 
wynbpuubpme wwinwufwuup: 
Nip, uppb pub, bp wu 
tn Uunndny Ywipp, yp ww- 
Uuwyk, pl Uunnidn dpwaqhpn 
hpwywunmpiwu ti wipny- 
oulwumyptwt Yn hwuup, Gap np qnunyhu wunpujwpda 
Ymubuuup vkyp wpmwd untinhufl, wyunnqurifi te 
Wwiiwdatnum piwu: 


P'us tp wwhuwdtnumpun: 

Uwhwdtnumpwup, np Uunmwd Pp UfPwopu Ap- 
hu wofuuph npybg, vupnyontu winkp-wunpputwu 
Oumuyjny, vumphu uke fuwudwpmph uke ujpeyemwo, 
tf UU vwpnwgun m twallugwe uwwpyng vtnpipmu 
Hpympwt ounphtjm, wunug vpinpp fuwnwynbgubjn 
ti wing hnghh m unph wuynppmpfrup ywhtym: Uyu 
mpp hpbounyubpmie Ynnlk hnyfaubpm wpm tgun, tb 
ns pk Oqnunnu Guyuphu, Yunt pp nul mplaut ke 
tqny wppmuppp ywunwuprUwum wep U: 


Apn"up bu hn Mubpp: 

Cuytpnptwu ike wy wwpy fuunt §, np yhypkpne 
Vbupwlun piu uke wuytnod f, upton winkd fupywpe 
dovwpunip Up yuyuuby ne te ynfuwugh)m: Nipbrtu Uu- 
unwwo twupnymplwu uke ku yplunnk wy huunnawodp, nv 
&1 jounhulughy &, 61 wuybnd, 6 hwpuyuin m vpwuqu- 
Vuh fupypwufu’ Govlwpunmplulin pudukym ta pudubkygtkym 
hunutwp: <pbouwlubpp, bpp wu hny{frubpm witiunpu 
Ym uuu, Ypuku. « Sppne tpunpp wing prynnnhpp 
Yn Owgh»: Niptwtu wu dwaqniip wiyhuh upuny npn i 
Youunnmn vip Yp unt ok, nnmu uke Suny Yn wnwiwy 
inpniby hp wuinquurin: 

TQuinwhwywumpu st, nn Uunnidory wuinquiin 
onhu uke sk tqwo: Quanwhwywumpt st, np Un 
Wufuopnp te ywnwefyuy ywunuhtyhp nlypkpmu up- 
ott ou yuny up qnympful mubgwod § ti wu dpwahpp 
yuNwywuUE tunp £, nn Uunmdny yuunpp wunug pn- 
Mmnppp yn dOwgh: Spbowmwmlp nuk. «Up yufuluup», 
ta ULO mpwiumpkiuip 8pumuh OuMUp Yuntink: Ugu 
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unynpuywu Yu wywunuhwywu mpwfunrpu ip sh, wy, 
ub O mpwiunpiwu untinpup, np pnynp drnnmpyfup 
whine py pwy: 


<pbouwlp wmwd wnwepr yunnquiip sywhiiwv Ep: 
Ujuop, wyu wyunnquaip nppwu vuanshy fp &, ywintpumyku 
yuntbnwuylubp wwypny drannmpyubpmu tr wyqkpmu 
huntup: Gt, ukup’ pmpkpm, onwptpptpmu wwyunn- 
TmpMtutpm te hwyanpywgpmpwlubpmt htiuntifup, 

whinh intukup pl, ounn up tnyhpubp wywintpwylubpm 
uko tu, te nppwu twhtp, m wofuuphh upewyquyfu 
Yulupwyh ypuy nppw lL pwwpulpwu Gpmybputp Yuu: 
Utup whinp whuutup ountp, npnup, pptkup-ypptup 
UbdO whumpubp, Wufrwugwhubn, puquinputp Yunt 
hohuuumpil mubgnyubp Wyn ny wyunnqual up yn pi- 
pou te fuuwyamybwu nwofupubn Yp Yupbu: Gryppubpm 
ta wyhnmpftiubpm Ypduymwe  umfnmutwu vupyng 
Yooutuphu ike fuununmpMuywnwewguby p: Uunup, prtiug 
owhwagpqnny wnwomitubpny tr dOpwghpubpny, up- 
ym unnfil ULeLU yufup yogutq Yr ympabu: Upmtop Yn 
ywonnf'u...: Uy, wimp hunwinupwip Ypinui guahuptiu, 
on ku ta art tywod yunwuqubpp Yuubgub;, wulwyu, 
Yr" up unfiu uke Oud tf mpdwgwd Yufup 
Ywubguhy: Puugupdawlpuuytu ns: 

Ujuop twpynm upnftu uke duwd ubdOwqnu ywup, 
ns pk hp nhl intnp mubuuypp wywuntpurpfutpm yuwy- 
mupwpmypuu £, wy wunpnompbwu nhl untndonwd 
Yufuu §: Uywquypu uke, pp pwuwywunmpbuip tr 
ptugwhwunmpiwup gqnowyt; sywptuujm pepniainiy 
unbnomwmd ywfup: Umyp wywqwi tr witwfwwint- 
ubjh uwinuhupubpp sqmowhtym yufup fuinwgniwd 
Unwhnqmptulu yp dup: Gap wy, wuduuuppm ptiunip 
oom Yufubp Yuyppup: chufu ven buwuppmptuk, 
tThunwuppm piu, puybpmytwt uke utp hwuquiwuppr 
Ynpuugubyk, tw) u...: Uyu yufubpp uty, ppbug hn- 
inymyphu uty yunhauuytyny, qkph yp qupdaubu: 


Pisyt’u whnh dbppuyunnm pip wyu ywhubpt: 

Upnt; put’p, hpbowwlyp Yp furmnutay wkd mpwfunpu 
to fuuquinm pit popty: Nyuufum pf ta fPuununnyefau 
puntpp, Gerujkghipkup uke wy Un wmiwiunubpp mupu be 
Wyn MU fuM pPUU ne fPuUNwNM frp, nymtup hpbouul piu 
Upengun Skpp vby yp fununuuuy, n’s pk wywuntpunpl- 
‘ubpm pugwywynipfiun, wyuqui qh p, qnndtpmu 
uke ywonnmpiuu dinp pkptyp, wa n’s wy wep opounyunnfiu 
hiun pu ywpuphpmypfr vowybyu b, wy) wipnjewlhwu 
Yhauy vp unkpOkym Uwpwgnmpwup Uprypwpupnyw- 
quip, hngbputinuuup br pPulugulpuup feluunny: Gr n'y, 
mu wy fummnnafp: NY wfinf Wp wyy PLUMNpUNypfu‘up 
wupghrh), Ufprpuyku iby pwpon Yowup up Unfpky, 
unnpny uby fPuujunbgut;, vbp yunwlwbpmu ta plunwupph 
wujwiubpmu htan mubgwod dpwappubpp ywennmypturip 
wyuuyh;, pl wboOuwsm ti mwupwombyn vuplwen 
Pnutywiwgut;, utp Gyintgputpmt m bybnkgulwu 
UpmpMlutpnm nhiugqnunwd n’s hhiuuwu hwpgkpu 
m ydmwpmpuubpp huppet), m hpuwwomontu vin 
wyquyflu pupumpwup yunuugqk wywhty: 


Uhntj fp hwiwinwgbwy kn, umph br unm 
how efe up Yp qhpun uel, > py fpurlute Pueerpunrym jot: 
Niptalu, wy opt‘up np Uaunnwo0, n’s pk ufuyl ywintpunpl- 
Ubpp junjpkgut, gwpbpp tr. ppbug swpppubpp vbyatl, 
hinwguk, wy, wyoplup, mp Uuunmwo vbyh upinf ta 
uUnph fuuquyMmpM nw vbp wypwd wquuwyfu, 
ty bn toutpmt tt wunpnomypfuubpmt ues, nam hburtr bpp 
wudap fpuunwy YW. hp ompep quiminy vpunj npn n 
Yiuun nnn vi fuwwnh: 

Uhnt put p, hpbowwlp atnptpmt ike Yupruupnu- 
Qu quawywu smut, tyet, wyTpy Eu Twp tpypnp Yn 
Ywfuwpnkp be Ypukp. «Muqunk, ny &pyhp, npnyht- 
mir pm Utufpwt pkyh Ymquy»: <pbomwyp byun tr 
hn Mubpm pun. «Up yufluwp, ywuuyh whw tu 
atyhp who mawfmptw urtinhu up Ym wu, np pn- 
inp dann mpyfu yfanp pyywy»: Apn’rvu inpnawd kp wyu 
jupp: Ufuyt pup wnwgny hm fubpn’riu, vpuyu uky 
huntujuph’, vpuyiuky byonkghh’, yunt upuju vty wygh’: 
N's: Uanndry Enuuy hu ywinqurifu uke huntuyunrpf 
tr pnynp dnjni{mputpp pp pny huntwhuiiphym opwghp 
wn: 

SEp 3humu Pphunnuh oumiyjh wu ywugquiip, pn- 
Inn wygkpp ppkug Ykugunh, pbynuuwu tr vowlnyph 
mwppbpmypubpny hwunbnda, pmwp pny hulwpwlphy nm 
tr Ubyutnhym mdwywunpmup mup: Sturtuupwnp, 
OumuUnh ywunquilfu br Yonpnuwywu wntwy pu pn 
Prnnu Yn onefiup tr Yn huntwhnipm pup: 

Bn hwunr 3:16-p Unu nény Yowpunwwanmh. 
«duu yp Uuunniwod wyuyku uppig wofwuphp, ups pp 
UPwWwoPl npyjhuunuur...», ta hpbouuyp” Unju joty wypm- 
piunip Ym quy m Ypuk, np up’ ywfinup, whw’ tu abyf 
U66 untinhu up whinh nun prynn dnjnnympyubpnv whan 
TW: 

Upntip hurwunwgktwypubp, Uunnidny wspny 
Rhumwd cvwpynymplrup hurwuwp §: Ubtup wyuop 
tnpujypuhpniptwu hpwrfppmiwod tup. ywunyuyku, 
utp ompoep quiuninyn, whyll wwppbp tinwodnjnmypfnu 
mutgny, & vbp wyquywuwywu owynyuyku nupu 
aqmwo dnqni{mpyp uppbym, ywnqkjym tw wunug hin 
Ubn pupppubpp Ypubjym: Uwuunwuyn whfunph uke, why 
open drym|mpyubpm Stn Spumu Pppunnup 
unrtinupwup pudubjm, utp ophunipfulubpp pnbug htin 
Yputym, bnpuypuppmpbut nwofup Yupkym, tr ubp ppfu- 
mnukwywu hunwiupp Yyujkyn myhny Ywusnwod tup: 

nq wibiuuyw, Uuinniwo ophub vbp pluunwuppubpp, 
utp dnnnmpynp, vip bybntghwbpp ta vkp wygn: ny 
uby wy wit mdp, np wu mpwfu wnfyny, wuryufu br 
Yunwhmptunip, vkupylty nnemutup t pubup «dbyh, 
vbyh, wkd untanfu», ta wy untanfup, Shnnge” vikyh nmwUd 
Mmrwfumphrup wfunf yyw), be yfinf qopuuywugh vwp— 
7M Ufnpp Wo bpbrwhwymybwu sunpwupop, ne prununt 
Ubp upinkpu m hngflubnp: Uathu: 0 


*Yun. 8upnipfhrG UbjpviwG hnyfiG E Zwjkyp 
Zu) Urciwmupwiwluli Pipl; GyantghpG tr 
Zuvujifuytup Uniphny Zw) Urkwupwiwh wl 
ZuvujG Ppa: 
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Book Service Program 


BOOKS 


A concise History OF THE ARMENIAN PEopLe, by George A. Bournou- 
tian , Examines the history of the Armenians in relation to that of the 
rest Of the WOPI. DD. #316 ......ccccccsceesestesestssesesenteesseeeeteeees $35.00 
ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the Rationale, 
Program, and Impact of the Educational Institutions Sponsored by 
the American Board in Turkey, 1830-2005, 400 pp, #325 ..... $39.99 
THe ARMENIAN ANswer, by Richard G. Melikian, Take a walk into the 
future of the Armenian people. #168 ..........ccccceceeeeeeeeeteteeeee $5.00 
ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH oF A Nation, by Rev. Dr. Aharon 
Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the Armenian culture. 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL Movement - History, FAITH AND Mission, 
by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists of two parts: 
Armenian Evangelical Movement and General Articles, 249 pp, 


[0] OF coy id Leaner erence errr errr career tree cere $15.00 
ARMENIAN History TIMELINE, by Hagop & Marilyn Arshagouni, 52 pp, 
NG 2G Oiiet nec eeet seg kecdtaes ss catscoresceeacceaueceaieetice ns tecautecieccseaseatiega $15.00 


An ARMENIAN FamiLy Reunion, by Mitchell Kalpakgian. A Lifetime of 
Unforgettable and Delightful Stories. 159 pp, pb. #317....... $18.00 
ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EmBroipery, by Alice Odian Kasparian, A 
photographic collection of more than 100 priceless specimens (a 
third in color), 127 pp, hc. #120 
THE ARMENIANS OF LEBANON: From Past PRINCESSES AND REFUGEES 
To Present-Day Community, Edited by Aida Boudjikanian and Pub- 
lished by Haigazian University and the Armenian Heritage Press, 
506: pp, Ne. #338 ac neaiiisice cn Men ecient ie $35.00 
ArmeniANS REsoLve To Survive TurkKisH Genocide, by Douglas Y. 
Haid: 258 pp, Pb. #273 vs ccsccssduecccsdecstenedeies teen reveled esetsiere $15.00 
A Brier History oF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 pp, pb, 
PIAO) scosicenazievscheve eetbheienind on Aenderel ane ne Aes $5.00 
THe Burninc Ticris, by Peter Balakian, 475 pp, hc, #306....... 15.00 
BLEssiNcs IN BitteR Cups, by Rev. Giragos H. Chopourian, Ph.D., 
Tragic, yet triumphant story of a small clan of successful working 
class Armenians, living in Turkey, just prior to the outbreak of World 
War I, 250 pp, NC. #305... eeccccseccsecsseesseesseesssesseeeseeesnees $20.00 
CHALLENGES AND Responses, by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, 158 pp., 


ALCHEE TSC iC)° arin rere fer rer re rer fer reeetecrernt rere reer erecteerererrerreree $20.00 
CLaws oF THE Cras: GEOooGIA AND ARMENIA IN Crisis, by Stephen 
Brook, 354 pp., NC. #237 ......ccccccecccecsceceeseeeeesneeeesseeeesenseeesaes $25.00 


Days oF TRAGEDY IN ARMENIA, by Henry H. Riggs. An Armerican Mis- 
sionary born in Ottoman Empire, gives a first hand account of events 
in Kharbert during the Genocide, 220 pp, pb, #267 ..............- $25.00 
Don’t Let THE Goats Eat THE Loquat Trees, by Thomas Hale, The 
adventures of an American surgeon in Nepal. #257 ............ $10.00 
Escape To Musa DacH or THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND SUEDIA’S 
Revo_t, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb, #259... $7.00 
THE GENociDE AGAINST THE ARMENIANS 1915-1923 AND THE RELEVANCE 
OF THE 1948 Genoice Convention, by Alfred de Zayas, J.D., Dr. Phil., 


106 pp, PD, #345... cccecsesseseeessneeesseneeesseeessseeesssneeersees $10.00 
THE HERITAGE OF ARMENIAN LITERATURE, VoLUME I, From the Oral 
Tradition to the Golden Age 388 pp., hc, #288... $35.00 
In OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji, A variety of selected 
SGMIMONS 93.1. O her sees estate oxen ect bao tans did dheagadgsasaaanaadesdlietadedaa aes $20.00 


L’Automne D’Or, by Patrick Mesna, A 160-page photo album of 


pictures of the people, countrysides, and biblical sides of Armenia. 


Never SETTLE For Seconp Best, by George A Churukian. Doc- 
uments the life experiences of his father, Giragos M. Chu- 
rukian, M.D. from Kessab to Sudan to the United States. It 
describes events in Kessab during the 1909 and 1915 depor- 
tations of the entire community. 241 pp, pb. #321...... $30.00 
SuRVIVAL OR REviIvAL, by Carnegie S. Calian, Ten keys to church 
Vitality, #278 iced eee ae $17.00 
THe THirsty Enemy - A memoir, by Dr. John Markarian, /t tells 
about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian College 
(now University), an institution of higher learning, and finds its 
theme in seven years of war, giving a drink to the thirsty Enemy. 
438 pp, hc, #335 
Torn BETWEEN Two Lanps, by Robert Mirak, Armenians in Amer- 
ica 1890 to World War I. A comprehensive study of the Arme- 
nian community in AMerica. #121..........ccceeeee eet $25.00 
Views on Good News, by Asien Surmeian, 365 inspiring daily 
devotionals for Christian living. #309 ........0.:::cccceccceeeseeee $20.00 
HaiGaAziAN ARMENOLOGICAL Review - 1998 Edition #67m, 1999 
Edition #67n, 2001 Edition #670.............00.... Each book $20.00 
160TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHuRCH (in 
English and Armenian), by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, Articles 
and lectures by the author, lectures by Armenian Evangelical 
ministers and lay leaders presented at the All Armenian Evan- 
gelical Conference held in Yerevan, Armenia, Sept. 15-17, 
2006 and a brief report on the 160th Anniversary celebrations 


held in Armenia. #3256 .......c.ccccccccceeecceeeeeeeeeeeneeeeseeeeeteees $30.00 
HEAVENLY DELIGHTFUL CookBook, by Mary Atikian, 247 pp, pb 
(size 8.5 by 11) , ASOT 20... eeeeeeeeeeetteeteeeeeeeeeees $25.00 


ARMENIAN Foon - Fact, Fiction & Foktore, by Irina Petrosian 
and David Underwood. The rich history, legends, and stories 
about Armenia’s delightful cuisine. 243 pp, pb. #318 .. $20.00 
PLease Pass THE Pitar, by Elizabeth D. Tootelian. A Collection 
of Armenian Recipes. 98 pp, pb. #322 ...........:::ceeee $10.00 
“PAREE YEGAK” (Welcome) or Goop Luck, Hand crafted trivets 
Of SOlid WOOd: B26 a iiciscccccees sie sneered ecav ieee sevslenet ans $5.00 


Op & New Testament - he - extra large # 13k... $15.00 
ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc green - extra large - # 13n ....$20.00 
ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - # 13x1 $25.00 
pb white - large # 13X2 oo... eecceecceeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeteeteneeeeaes 


Leather bound black - large # 13x3 $30.00 
Leather bound white - large # 13x4 $30.00 
SERPAZAN Bapmutiun (Children’s Bible) # 155b......... ee $10.00 
ARMENIAN New TESTAMENT ON Tapes (The Four Gospels - Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John) # 195,........cccccscccssesseesteessessesesreees $20.00 


New Ararat EasTerRN ARMENIAN NEw TESTAMENT (Soft-Cover), # 13] ...$10.00 
ARMENIAN BIBLE oN CD, Multilingual - Armenian, English, French, German, 
Italian, Spanish & Portuguese & Latin (text, not audio #333 ........... $65.00 
U.uunnwdwoeniGs’ 26Gph UbyGniyaynG - (UsptrbpufuytnkGh pung- 
JwGniwd) 2bnhGwy* Untyqg U. BhGtin - Oqguwywn wnyphin §& 
UuunntwédweniGsn ubpunnGipnt fiudwp: Uwumybih ébiny Gapyw- 
Jwgniwd — Sonn GuwywnwGh fipwpwGsjntn uwG dvawynteuyhG 
AibGpn (990 ko) - AS26 22... eecceccccceeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeess $35.00 
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vbipwd nye fG np GuwywpwGp- 2bnhpGul’ dep. ehpuyn AqupyewG 


‘enn GuuyupwGh GhpwnwyuG UWoyGnipynG - (Usntrbpwfiu- 
DenkGh pwnqdwGyws) 2enhpGuly ndwu 2b - Qunq Laqniny 
Qanniwd Ge wuuniwdéwe2GswywG pupn puntn ne ypébip dinptn 
sugwunniGwynn wyu ghppn fibgunnietwdp Yunnn GG oquwanndty 
t’t YntpwywGGtn, GL fingtinn uy~ vawyGtn nt wetuwnfiwyuG 


fiutumumugbuyGtiin: (1170 9) - #842. eee ereteeee tees $35.00 
UppuquG QwutinieynG - Uztuwnwuhptg’ Upnwfiwd 38ndw- 
uwpobwG - UwGniyGipnt UuunntwdswdweniGs - #L55b.......... $10.00 


CDs, TAPES & DVDs 


A Viota Recitat - Brahms, Schubert, Gomidas, Bagdasarian, Mil- 
haud, Reger - by Gor Hovhannisyan, Viola and Gary Kirkpatrick, 
Piano. Recorded live, #301 oo... eeeeeeeesesssesececececececeeeeeeeeeeeess $15.00 
AMAA's "Younc VirTuosos" oF ARMENIA - Musical Ensemble of 6 tal- 
ented children - ages 9-14 (violins, cello, flute & piano) - Armenian 
and international classical MUSIC, #293 .......... cece ee sees $10.00 
ARMENIAN SacreD Music CHorace - Conductor Dr. John P. Merjanian- 
Hymns, Sharagans, and Sacred classics - set of 4 #203.....$25.00 
Back To ARMENIA - Samuel Yervinian (violin) and Armen Aharonian 
(PIANO), (CD), #298 0.0... ccsccscecsseseseeeseessseesseeecseeeseesseeessaees $15.00 
BIBLICAL PARALLELS - Paintings by Lucy Janjigian (DVD) - The paint- 
ings are the evolutionary results of many years of Bible Study - Ac- 
companied by music and narration - 32 paintings, #312...... $25.00 
JourRNEY TO REsurRRECTION - Paintings by Lucy Janjigian (DVD and 
Video) - Depicting images of Passion Week scenes from Holy 
Thursday to the Resurrection, with scenes from Jerusalem's land 
marks with narration and musical accompaniment - 33 paintings, 
DVD #313a , Vid€O #313D 0... eceeeeeeeeeeeetteeetteeeteeeeeeeens $25.00 
“Meca Ga" - Armenian Children's Songs on DVD and CD - Sing 
along as you experience the beautiful and historical sites of Arme- 
nia. Composed by Tamar Albarian. Arranged by Vahan Ohanyan. 


Memories oF Marash - (DVD) by Roger K. Hagopian - the Legacy of 
a lost Armenian community - 74 min. documentary - #327 .. $25.00 
Nor Yerk - Bip! Bapmem (in Armenian - CD), var Grd (Up Sp) 
Mpunp Nuun, FS. 208)... eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennees $10.00 
“"SERPAZAN YERKER" Sacred Music Chorale, (tape in Armenian), 
conducted by Dr. John Merjanian, UppwquG Gpgtp - ledpuup 
Sopp. GuG UVtpGwGtwG (GuyGiphq) #193... ee $10.00 
Uprootep - Paintings by Lucy Janjigian - (DVD) - Depicting images 
from the Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman Turks - Accompanied 
by photographs, narration and music - 32 paintings #313c ...$25.00 


£4U36PRU &PPreoe 


U.GupnfuuppGbjp GunwGqniyepGp - 2onhGwyy Utp. Nungtt wv. 
SunwgétwG - PwGwfuounrepiGGbn Quy UrcbwnwnwGwywG Cwn- 
dnivhG dwupG Ge uppipuntpuywywG Ge 
GytntbguywG Ghietnne Ge fwngtpne gning yonniwdGtn - #308. 
$15.00 

UppeGgnip Ubpupynhy A@uGninn UnuwugGnpnp - 2bnhpGul’ UpfinwG 
Ghquk6twG - UsnwoeGnnn Yu niunighy wywupwuntint nuupG- 


Uuunntwd wpwGwywi, 


WWD iS AOZS)..t0r.c2chossecpenadsneas scekaeredoneceesmeancostepeancaneaas $10.00 
YQuptinn bEyptp te wEdptp duy AphuunGkwywG QwudinietwG dbo - 
2tnhGul’ Up. bnyun. GwfiwG (/nyshytwG - #67M....... eee $30.00 


tiGug dug - 2tnhGwhGtn’ Uwnghu 2wdyntwG te UpfinwG 
Ghquk6tbwG - 2nwnwnwyniwds 2006-pG 2uy UrtnmwnwGwywe 
Cundnith 160-wdtbwyhG NuumwnhyGtn 2uy UrbuwpwGwywG 2nqtinn 
GnwywGnietGkG 1846-2006 - #332 .0..... ce ccecceeeeeeneee seers $10.00 
2nqtinp UunnpnwGtp - 2tnpGwl) UpfinwG GhqukébwG - 2pwunwpwyniwd 
2009-pG - AwpngGtp tr GwuwfvounyefuGGtn - #333 oe $20.00 
WwuGyuywG Uzgfuwpi Ai Rad - 2tnhGwl GuwGke RuwuniGh - 
QuudniwopGtn Ge MuwuptnganiepiGGin 7-14 mupbywGGtnne 
MUU: FOSA, cose os csc ecadagacncseeehd ceateaandchaceispceacebeaedenctaneds $10.00 
Uhpny OpkGpp - SwuGwewGbwy QwunnifpwGGopn Ge SknntGwywuG 
Unorwpn - 2tnhGwy Utp. UVawG QuquibwG ti Utp. hnyun. Ohyepn 
Sinn i = ASSO cass eee cctesc cs eed cee cee et cheven eenevadcebeceeaee el cess ce eaeeete $5.00 
Tnwuny QumnwGbywG SniGp - UGwgnpnwgh SniG bwundéh QuudnyefG 
Up - 2tnhpGwy 2pwGn UpiqkibuG - #329 oes $20.00 
UGp. Uwg UrugtwG - GyuywqpniyepiG Quiwuph COunwywyuG 
GuGwywpfinnnnyetwG Up - wdpwugptg Ganiwin 2. RuwuniGh - 


PIB soa s colvan intucuns echacusteasip dunned ana eoes cua deeandencaeac? ceatehdekeanouieens $30.00 
UppewGku BAG. GaGuytwG be GnoGuubnfuniyehiGp Pupbyupgoarye fi 
sk - 2tnhpGwy GaniwGn RuwuniGh - #331 «2... ee $20.00 


For a complete listing our bookstore holdings please contact AMAA Book 
Service Department - 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org 
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BOOK ORDER FORM 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue No.(s)} 
# for a total of 


$ plus $ for postage 


and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 
for each additional book. For Canada and international 
orders, please call or e-mail AMAA for shipping and 
handling charges before you send in your order - 
(order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 
Tel.: 
Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to AMAA in U.S. dollars. 
Prices subject to change. 
To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA 
office at 201.265.2607 
or visit our website www.amaa.org 
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OBITUARIES 


Rhoda Grace 


Manoogian Carswell 

Rhoda Grace Ma- — 
noogian Carswell died 
peacefully at the age of 
91 in Leeds, England on 
September 18, 2010. 

Born in Aleppo on 
December 29, 1918 to 
an Armenian father and 
a Greek mother, she 
referred to herself as a “refugee baby.” As an 
infant, she was given little hope of survival, 
and yet, from this difficult beginning came 
an amazing life. Her father, Rev. Sisag 
Manoogian, was an evangelist and minister 
of the gospel. Rhoda authored his biography, 
“Out of the Ark”, which described the 33 
miraculous escapes from murder at the hands 
of the Turks. Her father later established 33 
churches, and pastored many more throughout 
the Middle East. 

Rhoda obtained two degrees, played 
the piano, and painted beautiful pictures in 
oil and water and pen and ink. She loved 
to entertain and was an avid reader, having 
read Noel Barber’s book on the History of the 
Ottoman Empire right before her death. She 
was a wonderful communicator and wrote 
many letters to her family and friends. Every 
morning she and her husband would read 
out loud from Our Daily Bread — making a 
statement that God was at the center of their 
lives. 

Her husband, William Edward Carswell, 
predeceased her in 2002. She is survived 
by two sons, Roger and Geoffrey, six 
grandchildren and six great grandsons. UO 


Samuel L. Koundakjian 

Samuel L. Koun- 
dakjian of Hawthorne, 
CA passed away on 
October 10, 2010 at 
the age of 74. He was 
born June 9, 1936 in 


Aleppo, Syria, the son 
of Loutfig and Isgouhi . 
Koundakjian 


A graduate of Aleppo College, he worked 
for Fontana as a Sales Manager. Samuel 
and his family immigrated to the United 
States in October 1976 and were granted US 
Citizenship on June 20, 1985. He worked 
hard until his retirement and was proud to live 
the American Dream. 

He looked forward to attending Sunday 
morning service at the United Armenian 
Congregational Church in Los Angeles and 
was a member of the Westchester YMCA. 


One of his favorite pastimes was to work in 
his garden where he grew grapes and fruit. 
He also loved entertaining friends and family 
to share his stuffed grape leaves and Shish 
Kebobs. 

Sam was predeceased by his wife of 43 
years, Yeranouhi. He is survived by his three 
daughters, Catherine, Christine and Carla 
Koundakjian, and his two brothers Harry of 
New York and Philip Koundakjian of Sarnia, 
Ontario, Canada. 

A memorial service was held on October 
24 at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church. The family suggests that memorial 
gifts be made to the Westchester Family 
YMCA, 8015 Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90045; the Armenian Tree Project, 65 
Main Street, Watertown MA 02472-9992; or 
to the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America for the L. Koundakjian Fund. 0 


David M. Bailey 

David M. Bailey, 
a singer/songwriter and 
former software man- 
ager, passed away on 
October 2, 2010 in Char- 
lottesville, VA at the age 
of 44. 

Son of Kenneth and 
Ethel Bailey, missionar- 3 
ies in the Middle East, David was born and 
raised in Beirut, Lebanon. Because of the 
war, his family evacuated first to Switzerland 
in 1967 and later to Cyprus in 1982. During 
his high school days in Germany, he learned 
to play the guitar, played in bands, and began 
writing songs. He graduated with majors in 
English and Communication Arts from Grove 
City College in Pennsylvania where he was a 
performing songwriter, a choir member and 
an actor. 

In 1996, while working for Eastman 
Software in Massachusetts, David was di- 
agnosed with brain cancer and was expected 
to have less than two years to live. Eager to 
have his life make a difference in the lives 
of others, he launched a career as a perform- 
ing songwriter, a “troubadour of hope.” Fol- 
lowing two surgeries, radiation, experimental 
chemotherapy and nuclear therapy, he criss- 
crossed America and Europe, singing in cof- 
fee houses and churches, at cancer confer- 
ences and for cancer survivor groups for 12 
years. He sang of faith, hope and love and of 
living life to the fullest each day. While en- 
during numerous additional surgeries and dif- 
ficult treatments, David made a final tour in 
July 2010. His music, which has been com- 
pared to that of James Taylor, Jim Croce and 
Cat Stevens, and his personal testimony, have 


affected the lives of thousands in the US and 
around the world. He leaves behind a musical 
legacy of 23 professionally recorded CDs. 

He was a charter member and Elder at 
Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church in Ruckers- 
ville, VA, where he co-chaired the Evange- 
lism Committee. A memorial service was 
held on October 19 at Meadows Presbyterian 
Church in Charlottesville. 

David is survived by his wife of 23 years, 
Leslie; a daughter Kelcey and a son Cameron; 
his parents Kenneth and Ethel Bailey; a sister 
Sara Makari and her husband Victor; numer- 
ous sisters- and brothers-in-law; and eight 
nieces and nephews. UO 


Stephen Surmeian 

Stephen Surmeian 
was born on July 9, 1933 
in New York City. He | 
passed away peacefully — 
at the age of 77 at his 
home in Woodland Hills, 
CA on September 18, 
2010, after a two year 
battle with cancer. 

His family moved to 
Union City, NJ and Stephen was baptized in 
the Armenian Apostolic Church, but attended 
Sunday School at the local American 
Evangelical Church because the Armenian 
Apostolic Church was too far from his 
home. On cold winter days, when walking to 
church was impossible, two women from the 
evangelical church came and drove him and 
his sister to church. It was a kindness Stephen 
never forgot. 

After graduating from Stevens Institute 
of Technology in Hoboken, NJ with a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering, Stephen moved 
to Los Angeles, CA where he worked as an 
Aerospace Designer and Analyst and later as a 
Senior Scientist at Hughes Aircraft Company 
until his retirement in 1987. 

He was a member of the Armenian 
Congregational Church in Los Angeles and 
served as its Moderator, Treasurer, and as a 
member of the Board of Trustees, Board of 
Deacons and Building Committee. He also 
served the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America (AEUNA) as Clerk, Editor 
of the Quarterly Magazine (The Forum), 
a member of the Ministerial Committee, 
Treasurer for two years, and as Chairman of 
the Board for the Armenian Social Service 
Center. In 1970, he became a member of the 
Knights of Vartan, joining Sevan Lodge #28 
in the San Fernando Valley where he served 
in various positions including Commander, 
Secretary, Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer of the Grand Council, and as 
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Western Grand District Representative. 

Most recently, he became active in the 
Ararat Home of Los Angeles, because of the 
meaningful work the home does in helping 
Armenian senior citizens. 

A wake and memorial service was held 
September 22 and 23 in Woodland Hills. He 
is survived by his wife of 49 years, Asien 
Tozlian; three children James, Michael and 
Julie; and four grandchildren, Lukas, Haley, 
Samantha and Mia. O) 


Agnes Andonian J anbazian 

Agnes  Andonian 
Janbazian, mother of the 
late Rev. Dr. Movses Jan- 
bazian, former Executive 
Director of the AMAA 
from 1987 to 2000, and 
mother-in-law of Louisa 
Janbazian, AMAA Publi- 
cations/Public Relations 
Director, passed away on November 16 in 
Toronto at the age of 95. 

Daughter of Sarkis and Isguhi Andonian, 
Agnes was born in 1915 in Khederbeg village 
of Musa Dagh. She was just 3-4 months old 
when, with her parents, she became part of 
the heroic battle of 40 Days of Musa Dagh. 
After their miraculous survival by French 
warships, Agnes spent the first four years of 
her childhood in Egypt in a makeshift town of 
tents. In 1919, they returned to Musa Dagh. 
Agnes spent her early years working hard in 
the fields and in 1935, she married Boghos 
Janbazian from the village of Bitias. 

In 1939, most of the people of Musa 
Dagh were forced to leave their homeland. 
First they came to Basit, Syria and spent 54 
days under tents in poor conditions waiting 
for the French government's guidance as to 
where to settle. In Basit, Agnes gave birth 
to twin boys, Movses and Hagop, who, due 
to malnutrition and unbearable conditions, 
died after a short period of time. Most of the 
people of Musa Dagh moved from Basit to 
Ainjar, Lebanon where they lived under tents 
until they received their one room home on a 
small piece of land. Agnes and her husband 
started a new life with their two young daugh- 
ters, Marie and Vehanoush, working in the 
fields and in their newly established bakery. 
God blessed them with four more children, 
Sona, Movses, Hagop and Ani. Agnes raised 
her children as true Christians and true Arme- 
nians. With hard work and perseverance, they 
were able to achieve higher education and 
serve society as nurses, doctor, teachers, mis- 
sionaries and religious and national leaders. 

In 1983, Agnes and her husband moved 
to Toronto, Canada to join their son, Hagop, 
and his wife, Juliet. In August 2010, Agnes 
suffered a stroke. Until the end, she kept her 


strong memory and told her stories over and 
over again to her family and grandchildren, 
urging them to remain faithful to their Arme- 
nian Christian Heritage and keep the family 
ties. 

Agnes was predeceased by her husband 
in 1988, her son, Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian 
in 2000 and her daughter, Marie Janbazian 
Sarmazian in 2002. She is survived by three 
daughters, Sona, Ani and Vehanoush, a son, 
Hagop, 13 grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. Funeral services were held at 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto 
on November 19. 


Qwpnhdwn Iywqkwts 
Otwds E Zmyby 
1927-hu Zwy Untin. 
punmwthpp up ub», 
(rnytpp t. Uwypbup 
Qnjwpkwttkipnr 
yupyht mwy: G- ~ 
untfu muwiphpcu | 
tkunniwds E qnpdp 
wuujwpkq: 

Upnrtunh puwdht Gwpnnnippit- 
tukpny odinniwsd, Enwd FE thtiinnniwsd 
yupyton, powjutnhp thnpwgnhysp br 
Yunwywpwqnpsp, npn wpantkunh 
qjn_u qnpsngutpp yp qupnwpkt twtr 
mnttpnt gnnnppy wtyhritkpp: 

1958-hu wuwlnws EF Uuinnpy 
Chpppétwth htwn, tr. Uunniwsd 
ophtmws E fpttg ptmwthpp 4 
quiwytkpny Thgqtt, Laub, Zpuyp be 
Guwupw: Injwpkwt punwthph puph 
supp Shijwinpnitgui, puqiwugwt 
Et. Upt. Uwpnpyiwn yujkjtg hp 
quiwlttpp, pbuwttpp, hwputkpp br 
panttpp, npntp bnwt wunniwdwypt 
ophtniphrt bt hywpuntiphru: 

Ubtsti 1969, wi winwilwygwsd 
E Zuykyp Zw) Urtw. budwtink 
Chytntghht: Gows — Quthg Ywp- 
suywt br Vwnwitwg wnowo9tnpn: 

1969-hu puinwitop 4p thnfuwn- 
paotp VEpnip, n_p twit qnpdsot Yikwtp 
Yp dwpk Zw) Urtw. Ghtntghpt 
muppip byknkgulwt tr. yppwhwt 
dnnnqutpkt tkpu: 

Ulharh onowhpte wit ywtuntah- 
gb bopkppth Zwy Urtwn. CyEntghht, 
nip Enwds — Znqwpwpdnipkwi wi- 
nu, br wyw Lhpwiwth puwnwpu- 
ghwywt wuntpwgquh wywindwunnd, 
Zuy Urtn. Unwept Gytntghht, nip 
twit dbntwnpniigun gyiwtu uwplw- 
wug: Ut tpywp wmwuppttp dswnuywsd 
E npwku hbngwpwpdnt Zuy Urku. 
fonpnutwt Tupdwpwtkt tipu: O 


The AMAA Board of Directors and 
Staff also wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the 
following deceased friends whose 
names were submitted to us for 
publication in the AMAA NEWS. 


* Armina Boujoulian 
Farmington, MI 


* Dr. Ara Doumanian 
Palo Alto, CA 


Georgette Haber 
Beirut, Lebanon 


* Takouhie Howsepian 
Fresno, CA 


Kenneth Kasparian 
Needham, MA 


* Anne Kayarian 
New York, NY 


* Armine Keazirian 
Cable Gardens, Ipswich 


* Barbara Kumkumian 
Havertown, PA 


Anayis Meguerditchian 
Santa Clara, CA 


Rev. Wanis Semaan 
Mesa, AZ 


Norma Shooshan 
Arlington, MA 


Blessed are the dead whe. die in 
the Lord from now an. “Yeo,” 
says the Spirit, "they will rest 
from their labor, for their deeds 
will follow them.” 
(Revelation 14:13) 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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Stewardship of God’s Blessings: How to Give for His Glory! 


For a Christian, Estate and Gift Planning is more than saving taxes and taking care of your loved ones. The Bible talks about how to 
look at the matter of our material blessings, i.e., 2 Corinthians 9:7 reminds us “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
has faithfully used your gifts for carrying out His “good news” and compassion of help to all Armenians worldwide. 

There is no better way to thank God than to share His Word with others and give cheerfully. The AMAA has volunteer profession- 
als who are ready to assist you, using all of the sophisticated estate planning opportunities available, to carry out your personal and 
charitable vision. Here are some helpful hints: 


The Direct Giving Cash 

Gifts in the form of cash or through checks or credit/debit cards are the most common methods of direct charitable giving. All contribu- 
tions to AMAA qualify for income, gift and estate tax deduction, as an IRS 501 (c)(3) organization. AMAA can only continue its purposes 
by your thoughtful and generous support of its outreach. 


Giving Securities or Real Estate which has Appreciated in Value 

Stocks, bonds, mutual funds and real estate that have increased in value can bring extra tax savings. Not only will the donor enjoy the 
tax deduction for the fair market value of the gift, but will also bypass capital gain tax that would otherwise be due if the securities or 
property were sold and the proceeds donated. 


Charitable Lead or Remainder Trusts 

This is where you give the AMAA a certain percentage for a term of years and get the property back or in the alternative, you retain a 
set percentage of the asset’s value transferred to AMAA, who takes on management, for a period of years or life of yourself or others, 
and at the termination, the asset held in a special perpetual endowment fund in the memory of a loved one, the income used for the 
specified purpose. 


Giving Through a Will or Living Trust 

The laws are changing and now is a good time to review long-range estate and financial planning under your current estate planning 
documents. In the current unstable laws, where the amount passing death tax free is likely to be especially low, the tax incentive for 
charitable trusts is ever increasing. Giving through wills, living trusts, life insurance policies and retirement accounts at death offer 
great opportunities for leaving a lasting legacy to charitable interests, when viewed from the effect of death taxes and assets otherwise 
passing to relatives directly much less attractive. 


Endowment Funds 

Gifts and bequests can be used to establish endowment funds in the name of the donor or someone the donor wishes to honor, either 
now or at your being with the Lord. These endowment funds are invested by the AMAA and the income is used to support designated 
purposes of the donor as part of the worldwide outreach of the AMAA. 


There are many ways you can make your giving meaningful and cheerful. Planning and timing are essential. Just take a moment 
and consider what your giving today will mean for you and for others tomorrow. God will bless you abundantly. AMAA would like to 
partner with you in carrying out your stewardship for your family, and loved ones and the Lord’s work on Earth. 

For additional information on giving and estate planning, please write or call in confidence to the Executive Director, who will assist 
you in every way possible, and can put you in contact with its professionals to help in carrying out your plan in conjunction with you own 
estate planning representatives, as appropriate. The AMAA’s address and phone number are on the inside cover of AMAA NEWS. 


